
FFRPL Report to MCLS & RPL Boards – November 2019  
 

MONEY 
Annual Campaign: The second letter of the fiscal year will be out next week, and since starting we’ve had more 
than 560 gifts totaling approximately $74,000, slightly ahead of this time last year. As mentioned last month, we 
have been offering special tours and meetings with Legacy Donors (giving for 10+ years), who make up a 
significant portion of our annual donors (app. 1/3). So far this FY we’ve held 20 conversations with 3 more 
planned before year’s end. Also, FFRPL Board members will be making thank you calls to donors in December – 
other Library board members are welcome to volunteer for this cheer-giving opportunity; just let Rebecca Fuss 
know if you are interested and she will give you a list to call at your convenience from the comfort of your 
home.  
Grant proposals pending: Our $50,000 proposal to the Konar Foundation for Safe to be Smart has been pushed 
to their next funding cycle in March 2020, which bodes well for fuller funding. 
Business Innovation Center support: FFRPL and RPL are sharing costs to fund a consultant to research and 
develop a plan of service for Central Library's Business Innovation Center. By the end of January, she will 
provide a 4-year plan to define main service areas, execute and measure impact, and expand community 
outreach. FFRPL has met with BIC Head Jen Byrnes and will continue to do so as the plan progresses. 
 
Special Giving Opportunities: 
     Retirees’ Challenge: funds raised through this year's Annual Campaign Retirees’ Challenge will support the 
Harold Hacker Fund for the Advancement of Libraries. So far, 7 retirees have given $785 toward the challenge.  
     ROC the Day will be on Tuesday, December 3, and any donations to FFRPL this year will support a planned 
Safe to be Smart spring break trip for 20 youth to visit Washington DC. Estimated entire cost is ~$16,000. The 
Reynolds Library Board has made a leadership gift to be the main sponsor of next year’s trip but please note: 
anyone wishing to cover the cost of one student ‘scholarship’ for ~$800 can see Ned for additional information. 
     Target Circle: From now through January 5, 2020, FFRPL is part of Target’s loyalty program for giving back to 
the community: if you shop at Target in-store or online, with each purchase you earn one ‘vote’ that you can 
use to direct Target’s giving to benefit FFRPL. For full program details and restrictions visit  
https://circle.target.com . 
 
PROGRAMS/MARKETING and EVENTS 
• I reported last month that our Library Store ran a Fall online book sale (15% off all FFRPL inventory on 
AbeBooks.com) and sold a first edition/first printing of Milton Friedman’s seminal 1962 text Capitalism and 
Freedom – for $1000: capitalism at work! And on the last day of that sale, we sold an amazing $5150 worth of 
books to a person in California: $150 for a signed copy of Art of the Deal, $1000 for a signed first edition of 
Catch-22 (my favorite novel) and $4000 for an original box set edition of Dumas’ Count of Monte Cristo. 
• Our Fall Books Sandwiched In wrapped Nov. 5 and was well attended; the series will resume in the Spring.  
• At the end of October, we held our annual Volunteer Recognition Lunch in the Kusler-Cox Auditorium. 
Approx. 70 people attended, and we had talks by Library Director Patricia Uttaro, City Historian Christine 
Ridarsky, and Susan Chekow Lusignan, FFRPL’ s Director of Marketing & Program Development. 
• On October 25, I went with Patty Uttaro, Adam Traub, Rebecca Fuss, Susan Lusignan and other Library staff to 
the RRLC Legislative Thank You Breakfast held at the beautiful new Henrietta Library. 
• On November 13, Palaces for the People author/sociologist Eric Klinenberg came to Central Library for our 
annual Publishers Circle Library Celebration Dinner and was great. And this year’s Harold Hacker Library Lifetime 
Achievement Award winner was longtime Library supporter and Library-builder (through his firm Manning 
Squires Hennig) Gary Squires. Gary has said he’s been a dedicated library advocate since he answered a 
telephone call from Eileen Riedman in 1988 and accepted her invitation to join the Chili Public Library Board of 
Trustees. On libraries, Gary commented, "What a concept: a repository of community resources shared by the 
community without a price for admission… a great example of smart government." 
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