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By Arch Merrill ·nlD you know that in Rochester 
there lives a man who: 

- Has spent half a century 
doggedly dtgging into the life 

atory of Rochester'~ first settler, E 'benez­
er Allen; whose career has been virtually 
dedicated to rescuing that fro!ltier miller 
from historical obliquity and oblivion! 

Will :uursue, fol years if necessary, a 
aingle, seemingly obscure point needed 
to complete a historical pattern, burrow­
ing into thousands of musty old docu­
ments, traveling to out- of- the- way 
places, reading countless books, writing 
!hundreds of letters, interviewing scores 
~f people! 

Has named hundreds of Rochester's 
11treets, among them the one on which 
he resides, and knows the name sources 
of the rest of them? 

Rattles off dates and historical statis­
tics along with long forgotten events and 
tpersons as glibly as a baseball "bug" re­
cites the exact numlber of home runs 
Babe Ruth hit in a given year? 

Appeared as a character in a. Kipling 
)!ovel? . 

Has in his back yard an offshoot from 
the tree from which reputedly was fash­
tioned the crown of thorns that nearly 
2,000 years a.go was pressed upon the 
lbrow of Jesus Olf Nazareth on Calvary? 

* * * 
TIDS remarkable Rochesterian, who 
1 hereby is nominated as the most 
persistent and si_ngle mi)lded seeker aft­
er historical truth in these parts is Mor­
m.ey Beebe Turpin. 

This slightly built, gray haired ma:Q. 
.Is no longer young, but mention "In­
dian" Allen, or in fa.ct any historical sulb­
~ed, ·and into his mild blue eyes will 
flash the same glint you see when you 
tell a dyed-in-the-wool angler the trout 
litre running in the Wiscoy or the collec­
tor of antiques that there is a genuine 
Sheraton tip-tO'}) taible in a certain farm­
bouse in the Bristol Hills. 

Mayfbe the fact that Morley Turpin 
was born in the Third, most colorful a.nd 
!b.i.storic of Rochester wards, accounts 
t<Dr his absorption with the long ago. -

Maytbe it is because his roots go back 
eo deeply into the ;past of Rochester, for 
ihis grandfather, James Beebe came here 
in 1817 when the settlement by the falls 
of the Genesee was a tiny one indeed. 

More likely it was his early friend­
~Sbip and close association with the late 
George H. Harris, one of Western New 
York's ablest historians, that set his feet 
en the path he was to tread so many 
years. Young Turpin was fatherless. 
;Harris had no son. The older man trans­
mitted to the youth some of his love 
:for the history of this land and trained 
:him in the meticulous ways of the true 
historian. 

Why did he become interested in the 
of that strange frontier character, 
n Allen? 

se there was so little known 
Rochester's first settler and be­

pause other historians had dismissed Al· 
)en as a !bigamous, Tory scoundrel with· 
cut bothering to delve into his real story. 
This treatment of the first man to har­
J'less the water power of the Genesee 
eroused in Tur-pin a burning desire to 
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.He opens f:h·e 

PORTALS OF 
HE PAS 

Here i~ a characteristic pose, scanning a pair of ancient documents, is 
Morley~- Turpin, nominated in this article as Rochester's "most persist .. 

· - ent and single minded- seeker after historical truth." 

find out all there was to know a;bout the 
pioneer miller. 

His lifelong quest led him from Court 
House to Court House, from li'brary to 
library, to strange trails in two nations. 
By infinite pains and patience he finally 
pieced together, bit by bit, the only com­
prehensive account we have of our first 
settler. Turpin waded through some 
4,000 documents-legal papers, family 
Bibles, faded letters and diaries, store­
keeper's ledgers-and corresponded with 
Allen descendants and historians all over 
the country. , 

There was no trail too dim for him 
to follow and much of his lore came 
from the lips of old people in remote 
places. 

Despite Allen's service in Butler's 
Rangers against the colonists in the 

Revolution, despite his unorthodox ma­
trimonial record, Turpin concluded tha.t 
Ebenezer Allen was a man of consider­
abel •bUsiness acumen, «>f great force O<f 
character, of unquestioned personal 
bravery-pretty much a. creature of his 
environment and that environment was 
the rough frontier. 

Jn time the wheels of many mills 
ground the wheat of the Genesee Valley 

· in the Flour City but Allen's was the 
first. Although he was a Tory in the 
Revolution, Turpin found, that in his 
last days in Canada, Allen incurred the 
displeasure of his neighbors by espous­
ing the American cause in 1812. 

Many picturesque tales cluster a;bout 
the lusty Allen. ' Most of them, Turpin 
found, were as fantastic and as little 
founded on fact as the one that has the 

miller, finding himself with one 
too niany, pushing one of them 
chalantly into the Genesee. 

Allen called three women wife bU 
he was legally married to only one ~ 
them, Lucy Chapman, mother of Sened 
Allen, who Tul"pin maintains was th\ 
first white child born in Rochester. 'l'ht 
first mate of the miller was Sally, Uu! 
daughter of an Indian chief, who bore 
~him two daughters. Turpin took a pic-, 
ture of the grave of one of them, Mary 
Chow, who is ht~ried near Delaware, On.; 
tario, Canada. 

The third "wife" was Milly Gregory 
and although there is no record of ring 
or parson, she presented Allen with .six 
offsprnig. 

* * * A LLIDN'S life in Canada after he left 
the Genesee country has particularly 

interested Turpin. The pioneer died at 
Delaware, Ont., in 1816 but his last rest­
ing· place is unknown. That is what is 
keeping Morley Turpin awake nights. 
For three years he has spent his leisure 
time in Canada searching for Allen's 
grave. From old papers he learned that 
the miller was !buried "on the north side 
of the River Thames, west of Komoka 
Creek bridge and opposite the old home 
of Daniel Springer." 

That sounded easy but alas, he found 
Springer had li"ed in five different dwe:U,. 
ings. He combed the neighborhood of 
each, some ten square milles in all, 
ihe !failed to find Allen's grave. He did 
uncover the ruins of Allen's old grist mill 
and brought home a piece of the mill­
$tone. 

But don't imagine Morley Turpin has 
given up. He has some new clues and 
as soon as possi,ble, is going back to Can­
ada to renew the quest. 

He has uncovered many hitherto un­
known facts about Rochester's first in­
dustrialist. But he ha.s found no record 
of Allen's birthplace. He !believes it was 
England ibut only documented evidence 
satisfies historians of the Turpin breed. 
St> there is another blank space to be 
filled in to complete the Allen entry in 
his log of history. 

As it is, he has six notebooks, full 
of neatly typed sheets, in his Indian Al­
len dossier. 

Despite hfs devotion 
saga, he has had many other interests. 

Part of his job during 39 years a.t City 
H<3)l in charge of records in the city en­
gineer's office was the naming of new 
streets. Before he retired in 19~4 he had 
named scores of them, just how many he 
does not know. 

Turpin lives on Braddock _Street near 
the intersection of F ~nley Street in 
Charlotte. He must survey the street sign 
at the corner with something of an in­
ward glow for he named lboth streets. He 
chose the name Braddock because the 
thoroughfare pointed toward Braddocks 
Bay and . Henley because the day he 
named it was Apr. 23, in 1917. Shake­
speare was born .on Apr. 23. The bard 
lived on Henley Street iR Stratford-on­
Avon. Hence a little ...;1e-iblock long 
street in Charlotte came "tO be oolied 
Henley Street. 

Continued on Page 18 
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THE ROCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

Office of 
EDwARD R. FoREMAN 

CHAIRMAN OF THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

MUSEUM BUILDING, EDGERTON PARI<. 

January 31,1929. 

Mr. Morley B. Turpin, 

City Rall, 

Rochester, N.Y. 

Dear IE or ley: 

Please forgive my tardiness in 

answering your letters of March 5th anc 18th. 

At t ne time your enquiry came as to the Hanford 

Lancl ing roc:Ld, w e did not have the Uorthampt on 

records in our possession. Upon their return, 

I have had notes copied for you which cover your 

enquiry. 

It was very kino and thoughtful of 

you to seno us the copy of the Mackenzie agree-

ment, which is a valuable item. 

Board of Managers 

Edward R. Foreman, Ex Officio 

Harvey F. Remington, Ex Officio 

Charles H. Wiltsie 

Mrs. Frederick W. Yates 

Harold L. Field 

William F. Yust 

J. Vincent Alexander 

Raymond H. Arnot 

William B. Boothby 

George B. Sage 

Howard V. R. Palmer 

coraially yof~~ ~~ 
~dward R. Foreman. 

ERF/aHC 

Enclosure . 
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ARTHUR C. PARKER 

DIRECTOR 

ROCHESTER MUNICIPAL MUSEUM 

EDGERTON PARK 
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THE DIOCESE OF MICHIGAN 

63 EAST HANCOCK AVE, 

RT. REV. HERMAN PAGE, D. D 

BISHOP 

DETROIT 

Feb. 14, 1931 

Mr. Morley Bebee Turpin, 
No. 52, City Hall, 
Rochester, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Turpin:-

Your letter has come during Bishop Page's 
absence from the City, and so I am answering it. I am 
very gl~d to tell you that Trinity Church, Monroe, is 
still going strong. In fact on the 30th and 31st of 
May they will celebrate their one hundredth anniversary. 
The name of the Rector is Rev. Ralph B. Putney. 

Sincerely yours, 

~e(f2~~~~, 
Beg. t~ Bishon Page--~ 



ENGINITE ENGINITE 
(With Green Cap) (With Red Cap) 

for Automobiles for Heating Systems, etc. 

HOWARD E. PATTERSON 
Automotive Accessories 

624 South Michigan Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 

Feb. 28th, 1931. 
• I 

Morley B. Turpin, Custodian of Records, 
Department of Public Works, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Dear Friend:--

I was born in Rochester, in the old Larson 
home, which at the present time is No. 39 Atkinson St., where 
Greenwood Ave. starts and rLms into Troup St. My f9.ther died 
when vve were living at No. 1 Green-vood Ave. 

I lived in Rochester until I was nearly of age 
and came West and the entire family moved out here and have 
been ~esterners ever since. 

"One of the boys 11 in _the r1;eighb.orhood was 
Morley Turpin, whom I remember well, also his mother. T'hey 
lived on Greenwood Ave., in the second house from Atkinson, 
I believe. I saw the name lviorley Turpin in connection with 
an article published in the 11 Democrat and Chronicleu and it 
immediately. struck me that possibly he was the same Morley 
whom we boys knew, else he might be a son of our old friend, 
and I am writing out of curiosity to know whether you may be 
the Morley Turpin of my boyhood days, or his son, and I should 

.·be interested in having a word fran you. 

My brothers were Jerome and Ellmore. There 
were three of us. 

With kind regards and hoping to hear from you 
at your convenience, I am 

HEP/ LD 

~ f.~r~J}A/1-J. 
I 



En cl • ( 

In any repl~, address­
" THE n EG ISTRAR-GENERAL. 

G EN ERAL R EG IST ER OFFICE, 

SoMEHS ET H ousE, 

LONDON , W.C.2." 

and quote:-

P ,.., R· 4/'7 0 • 0• e .<.) • 

Sir 1 

G ENERAL R E GIST ER O FFI CE, 

SoMERSET HousE, 

LoNDON, W.0.2. 

I 16th Jan ua.ry 19 30 . 

I am directed by the Hegistrar - General to 
ackno·vvledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th 
ultimo a.nd to say that he regrets he is unable to 
assist you :U-1 the matter . I am , however , to draw 
your' attention to the enclosed formS . 5 respecting 

/ the reco rds relating t;o the eventE~ pr·ior to the 
·Introduction of Civil Hegistration in Englc=.ind CJnd 
Wales (whic.h carne in to operation o n the lst J'uly 1837) 
de po D i ted here • 

I an1, 

M. B . Turpin Esq ., 
De par tmen t of Public Works , 

Office of the Director, 

S ir , 
Your obedient ServDn t , 

Bureau of De sigt'1 8: Construction , 
C i ty o f Ho che s te r , 

New York . 



Mr. Morley B. Turpin, Archivist 
University of Rochester Library 

DOUGLAS G. MCMURTRIE 
2039 LEWIS STREET 
C H I C A G 0, I L L., U.S. A. 

October 12, 1936 

~- Roche§ter~ Y. ~~-~~-'----'--- ------ -----'-'-"---'--- ~--~---

My dear 1~. Turpin 

I am much obliged to you for your note of 

~ctober 9th, with a new Ithaca title for my records, and with 

an inquiry about an Auburn title of 1855. 

Unfortunately, I can give you no information about the ttFred 

Folio" title. It is beyonG[ the date range of my interest in 

Auburn titles and, furthermore, has a new York imprint. 

Have you tried the Union Catalog of the Library of Congress 

for information ? Or the Rare Book Room of the Library of Con-

gress ? Mr. V. V. Parma, curator of the Rare Book Room, is a 

mine of information about rare and curious books. 

Sincerely yours, 

DCMcM-AHA 



DOUGLAS G. MCMURTRIE 

Mr. Morley Bebee Turpin 
University of Rochester 
Rush Rhees Library 
Rochester, New York 

Dear Mr~ Turpin: 

July 20, 1936 

Thanks for checking my "Short Title List of 

Ithaca Imprints" against the holdings in your 

Library, and for sending me the additional loca-

tions as well a,s the "Oneida Almanack u title. 

Very sincerely, 

D.C.McM:MAT 

2039 LEWIS STREET 
C H I C A G 0, I L L., U. S. A. 



DOUGLAS G. MCMURTRIE 
2039 LEWIS STREET 
C H I C A G 0, I L L., U.S. A. 

'jir. Morley Bebee Turpin, Archivist 
The University of Rochester 
Rush Rhees Library 
Rochester, New York 

Dear Mr. Turpin: 

December 29, 19 36 · 

Thanks most cordially for your note of December 21, 

transmitting full description of an Auburn imprint of 

1850. I knew of this title in two other libraries, 

but did not have as adequate a description of it as 

you have provided. 

With apnreciation of your courtesy and with best 

wishes for the New Year, I am, 

sincerely, 

DC.ltcM :BS 

I 



MICHIGAN STATE LIBRARY 
LANSING 

MRS. GRACE S. McCLURE ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS 
STATE LIBRARIAN TO MICH. STATE LIBRARY 

1'iay ~, 1935. 

Mr. [orley, Bebee Turpin, 
University of Rochester, 
Rush Rhees Libr8ry, 
Rochester , New York. 

My dear Mr. Turpin, 

For information about James M. 
Stanley we ere referring you to Biogra]hical Sketches 
of Ame :L ican Artists, published by the Lichigan Stc-te 
Library , also to t:te NatJon2l Cyclopaedia of American 
B i o g r 2 )hy, V o 1. VI • , pc g e 46 7 • If e have been unab l e 
to find anytLing about a pc;inter John Stanley who 
pcinted pictures of IndiEns. However, isn ' t t~ere a 
possibility that the picture 'Fas copyrigLted by some­
one ot 1er than the artist? I __ now that sorYle of the 
reproductions of ictures by Edwin Austin Abbey are 
copyrighted by Gertrude Abbey. Gertrude m~y not be 
the nc.me, though tha.t is as I recA 11 it. Anyway the 
copyright was taken out by a woman, and that is 
printed on the picture. 

I trust this suggestion mey be of 
service to you. 

If you do not have access to the 
books menti~ned I shall be glad to meke a 6opy of the 
material for you, as there is not R great deal in 
either book , but undoubtedly you have both books. 

CEL:L 

Very trL1y yours , 
MICHIGAN STATE LI 

·~ G. 
Art and Music 



CoRN ExcHANGE -NATIONAL BANK 

AND TRusT Co-MPANY 

PHILADELPHIA June 13, 1935 

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO 

Professor Morley Bebee Turpin, Archivist 
The University of Rochester 
Hush Rhees Library 
Rochester, N~ Y. 

Dear Professor Turpin: 

Many thanks for your welcome letter of June 12! I 
deeply appreciate all the trouble you took in my behalf. 

Yes, I would like to have the notices fran the 
Rochester Daily Advertiser photostated which appear .in the 
numbers of that issue for September 3, 4, 5, 6, and?, 1839, 
and should be glad to promptly forward to you the price of 
these photostats as soon as I have received them frpm you. 
It . is, of course, unnecessary that the whole paper should be 
photostated- merely the sheet thereof on which the. ac9ounts . ~-
appear of the celebrations; ~ ~ ~s-TU I.L4,.t..t...tA Vi> 

I thank you very much in advance for your kindnes~ 
in this matter, which I hope that I may some day have the 
opportunity to reciprocate. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 'rtlA Mru.~ 
Charles Lyon Chandler 

P. s. It is the intention of Dr. Edwin J. Pratt and myself 
to present the Rush Rheas Library of the University of Rochester 
w~th a complimentary copy of our book just as soon as it is 
published. 



JJ~;?Jr~ ' 
~~~~~ 

1 ~ crt-d ~:or/GL ~ {- £<_ j&:4 
~tu/~ - /~ 
~ rvl ~ vtc.Lrd. . J~ 

~~4~-~~~ 
trL-~ 'tr ~~It£ I~ 

1 vvv>-. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~;;_-

s~JJ.~r 



CoRN ExcHANGE NATIONA·L BANK 
AND TRusT CoMPANY 

The Librarian 
University of Rochester 
Rochester, New York 

Dear .Sir: 

PH .ILADELPHIA 

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO 

.,;-... 

//' May · 23, 1936 

/~/ 

I am anxious to obtain as complete information as~ 

possible re~rding the visit of Joel Roberts Poinsett to Roc~ester 
on September 4, 5, and 6, 1839. He was then United States Secre­
tary of War and came to Rochester with President Van 1Buren. It is 
my recollection that they were given a public reception or dinne-r 
of some kind in Rochester on September 5, 1839, concerning which I 
a~ anxious to secure as complete details as possible. 

It occurred to me that they might be in the contem­
pora~J newspapers in your University Library. I should be glad to 
pay any reasonable and customary fee to have this material copied for 
me to be used in a biography of Poinsett which Dr. Edwin J. Pratt of 
Harvard and I are writing. 

I am known to Professor Dexter Perkins of your 
History Deuartment. 

Thanking you very much in advance, I remain 

Sine ere ly yours, 

~~~ 
Charles Lyon Chandler 

CLC :EN 

• . Assisjan~ Cashier 

[~~ . \,-f:- 0 
~c.GMA /fr/J J{fvt. UtA 

~~~r~ 



THE ROCHESTER HISTORICAL SoCIETY 

MusEUM BuiLDING, EDGERTON PARK 

PHoNE GLENWOOD 2324 

Mr. Morley P.TMrpin 

University of Rochester Library 

Rochester, New York. 

Dear Mr. Turpin: 

RocHESTER, NEw YoRK 

July 4, 1936. 

This is simply to confirm our conversation of some 

weeks ago with regard to your article on norsamus Turner." 

I want you to know that we recognize you as among the most 

valuable of our counsellors and friends. I hope we can have 

the article by October 15. Will this be practicable for you? 

cordially, 

~~ 



Mr. Morley Bebee Turpin 
University of' Rochester· 
Rocnester, New York 

My dear Mr. Turpin: 

GEORGE CURTIS LEWIS 

LAWYER 

SAVINGS BANK BUILDING 

LOCKPORT, N . Y. 

July 31st, 1935 

I was glad to receive your commir-ation of' the 29th inst., and 
agree with you that Orsemus Turner played an important enough part in 
the early history of' this community so that his grave should be 
properly marked and I will take it up with the Historical Society, 
of' which I am a Director, at its Fall meeting to see if' something 
cannot be done. 

Another noted citizen buried in Cold Springs is Jesse Hawley, 
who commenced advocatj_ng the building of a cross state canal as 

- early as 1808 and published a series of' letters which a ttrncted 
the attention of DeWitt Clinton and others, although it took the 
force of Clinton to carry the plan through. I believe his grave 
is marked in a way, but there should oe something there to show his 
connection with th~ great water way. 

You perhaps would be interested to know that Mark Hopkins, 
the California millionaire and associate of Leland Stanford, Collis 
P. Huntington and Charles F. Crocker was formerly our Village Clerk 
and owned a lot at Cold Springs Cemetery in which his b:oother Henry 
is buried; but Mark Hopkins' remains are somewheres else. 

Potter Palmer also at one time ran a dry goods store here in 
Lockpor t so you see our little community has had some distinguished 
citizens~ and noting your connection with the University of Rochester 
may I also add that Washington Hunt, former Governor of' the State, 
received his degree of LL.D. from Rochester University at the first 
commencement when awards were made. 

Geo. C. Lewis, 

K. T. H. 



J 
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THE NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY 

AT SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY 

SAMUEL N. SPRING, DEAN 

DEPARTMENT OF FOREST MANAGEMENT 

JOSEPH S. ILLICK 

SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 

CARLYN C. DELAVAN 

HAROLD C. BEL YEA 

JOHN C. SAMMI 

Mr. Morley B. Tu.rpin, Archivist 
Rush Bhees Memorial Library 
University of Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y. 

My dear Mr. Turpin:-

October 15, 193b. 

May I trouble you somewhat further in the matter of the copy 
of Scribner's Ready Reckoner, Edition of 1849, which is in yonr files and which 
we disenssed briefly during my recent visit. 

Sometime in the near future and at y~r convenience when you 
have a stenographer available, could you have her make a copy from this book of 
the following? 

1. The title page - complete 

2. The review or statement from the Hartford C~rant which as I remember is part 
of the Preface and follows in the page after the title page. 

3. The introduction which Scribner wrote describing his method of constructing log. 
It occurs toward the middle of the book where he has dia8r&m showing board 
ends in the end of a log and follows for a couple of pages Just before his 
table settiQg forth the board foot contents of logs. 

As I told you before, nobody seems to know who J. Me Scribner 
was, where he lived, what he did for a living, when and where he died. That he 
was a mature and educated man by 1846-49 seems to be evident. Beyond or before 
that - nothing. It is possible that we might learn something from Miss Fisher. 
Apparently her father, George W. Fisher, must have had some contact with h~. The 
first handbook printed by FiSher using the Scribner Rule was printed in RoChester 
in 1849 about two years before she was born. But She grew up with these Scribner 
handbooks and when her father died in 1895 he willed them and their proceeds to 

' her. 

When she was a mature woman of 30 (in 1882) her father made 
the Change in the handbooks, shifting from the Scribner LQg Bnle to the Doyle Log 
RtU.e. There must have been some reasons to which she was cognizant. Again we 
know nothing regarding the anthor of the Doyle Bule, who he was, where he lived, 
what was his business, when and where he died. We know nothing regarding his 
education or even his connection with the lumber business. 

When I discussed the matter with you, I told you that I was 
willing but loath to interview Miss Fisher because I, as a stranger, might 



M. B. Turpin -2- 10/15/36. 

confuse her and ver,y little might be gotten out of a single interview, whereas 
on the other hand if the conversation of her int~tes could be steered into 
these Channels over a period of time, taen a considerable amount of forgotten 
info~tion might be brought to light. 

It might be interesting from your point of view to find ~t 
if, when George W. Fisher willed his book to his daughter, there were any 
other papers or letters in connection with it which might be available and of 
interest from an archive's point of view. 

I trust that sometime soon I may have another opportunity 
of discussing this matter ri th you. In the meantime. may I think: you for your 
kindness and consideration. 

Yours very truly, /J 

~~ r _a~O~-·~-
- \-~- .... ~ ~ 

HAROLD CAHILL BEL YEA 
Associate Professor of Forest Management 

·-



DEPARTMENT OF FOREST MANAGEMENT 
.JOSEPH s. JLLICK 

THE NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY 

AT SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY 

CARLYN C. DELAVAN 

HAROLD C. BELYEA 

.JOHN C. SAMMJ 

Mr. Morley Turpin 
Archives Department 
University Librar,y 
University of Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y. 

My dear Mr. Turpin:-

SAMUEL N. SPRING, DEAN 

October 17, 1938. 

I trnst that since ~ visit last June you have 

SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 

been able to get some information in a biographical way in the matter 
of Edward Doyle, the author of Doyle's Improved PoCket ReCkoner which 
was published in Rochester from 1825 to 1854. I want you to know that 
I am still interested in Edward Doyle and would appreciate hearing from 
you in the ·matter. 

Also if you are able to pick up any more extra 
copies of the early editions of the Doyle or Scribner books I would ap­
preciate opportunity being given to acquire them for our College of 
Forestry and departmental libraries. 

Yours very truly, 

~~e_~~ 
HAROLD CAHILL BELYEA 

Associate Professor of Forest Management 

M 



REV. JAMES S. BRAY. PASTOR 

ST. PATRICK'S CHURC H 

LOCKPORT, N . Y . 

~r. Morley B. Turpin, 
Rochester,N.Y. 

April 9,1935. 

Dear Ur. Turpin:- Your kind letter of the 5th inst, received. 
It was very generous of my old professor, l.lsgr. Hartley, to 
speak so well of me. Distance, or time, must lend enchantment, 
for I fear in my y9unger days, as one of his pupils, I must 
have been the occasion of many a weary sigh VJhen he looked 
down upon me from his rostr1..un. 

~y historical collection is rather general, than local. 
In picking up material on the Niagara Frontier, however, I have 
secured some of the early county histories and an extensive and rare 
collection on the :Horgan affair. 

I find 1rurner lived in Lockport from 18~32, when he came 
here from Palmyra, and lived here until his death in 1855. V.'hile 
not continuously, yet he was for tb.e greater part of the tirr..e,. 
in the newspaper bu§iness. 

From the Letters of '\!Tm.L. Stone on the Anti-Masonic excite­
ment (New York, 1832) and the Biography of Elie Bruce(Louisville, 
1861) he was mixed up in the I\iorgan trouble. 

In Beer's History of Niagara County (New York, 1878) he 
is mentioned as one of the twenty-one original members of the 
first Jiasonic Lode;e which was established in Lockport, Aug., 1822. 
Pool, in his Lanclmarks in 1\:iagara County ( 1897) copied much from 
Beer's history. He has an additional reference to Turner: he 
was inspector of the common schools in 1824. 

I~--J. the Souvenir History of Niagara County ( 1902) a more 
extended notice of Orsamus Turner is found and also a good half­
tone photo of him. It states that the first issue of his paper 
was dated Sept.26,1822. 

I might add that I have Cusick's Sketches of the Six Na tions 
that was pl.., in ted by Tui·ner and McCollum, Lockport, 1848. And also 
Dark Days on the Frontier of Western New York, by his brother, 
Chipman P. Turner, Buffalo, 1879. 

I shall be glad to have you come to see me, and if I can be 
of' any further service, or my library to you, don't hesitate to 
command me. I shall have cne of our photogr£~phers make a· copy of 
t~e half tone, if you wish it. 

Sincel"ely yours, 

(~ jj " 



.Hunt,N. Y. t.llJ.lyl3 19()7 

Mr.Morley ~. I urp1~: 

univers ity of Rochester, 
Rochester, 1; . Y. 

n.::~~~ !t :r . ~ v rrin: 
As I :r .. ave been un~hle,Ro fa.':r.jto o1)t8in tbe b ock , .. 'I'he 

I..~ ife and '!'iL.f~S of WiJ_l iP nl Tjy 0n ;,1r-1 ch.E r .. z i E ?.Tld t!;e REbellion of 
1 8 3 ? - 3 8 , •• .fi l .t h 1 i s }l f· d 1~: · r: YH~ :~ l P s 11 i nd ~~ P : ' ; w i J. l y o u kindly g i ve me A. 

))it of in:fo!'IT.LRtion regarding the fH1.H.iP-> W.1 .... IJ.8cken.7~ie King i n f orrued 
li.Lf: t t .a.t ;.:; o::u.e facts I s e ek may he found thE:r i n .I J:'P.i ... t-: rw.b er y ()u r .. 2. f3 0 

f-5UL;.i:;:.88 t e~:. I }."PP..d 1:,}-r: i)uG ~\. , 1-n-~.f,:: J-.;; v t; t.P;-;~;_ uriA.b J_ P ~ o c;et it a.B I 
J!entioned. 

Just ·,111h a t G o:1n,;; c i , i 0~1 d OP j::; t, :·~e wr j_ t e r ,_, u ._,v Mr . Ur.Jtt 1.. 0 c.JLf; l :f 

had with Wm.L .Mackenzif::•? 
Does he mention a Ca~tain Harrison connected v~i'ti! tt1e 

r P- bellion, of his coming into New York. State ,r;robahly by Rochester 
etc.He may have been with I~ckenzie .. IR there C\.ny .mentj.on of his 
death? 

Also does he mention the reward for the return of Mr. 
Mackenzie or what office he was offered and he accepted,when he 
was later recalled to Canada? 

If any of these are ruent.:i.oned,are there any connecting 
dates? 

I· am tryin~ to establ~sh certain dates connectec with 
Mr.Mackenzie as well as some other facts. Are there any descendents 
of John Montgomery, where are some of theru lmcated? Also were there 
any of l\lr. Mac.k.enz ie by that na.ru.e, any :; ons ? 

Does the boo.k. ruention a Sa.n~ Sibley in any way connect­
ed with the SaJue affa1r " 

I shall be very t::;rateful for any n information you rnay 
be able to give me.As yet I have been unable to locate anything 
concerninb the Gre~ories,ofi whfum you wrote,other than that found 
in the J .. ivingston County History,of an early date(not Doty's).I 
shall Jcee.LJ it in mind to write you j_n event I do find anything of 
interest to you.Am enclosing a self-addreAsed envelo~e for replya 

Thanking you for the trouble~I . am 

Sincerely yours 

Krs.Hiraru E.Slater, 
Hunt ,N. Y· 



LOCKWOOD R. DOTY 

COUNSELOR AT LAW 

GENESEO. NEW YORK 

. Horley Bebee Tur:b-"'in 
Rochester, New York 
% Rush Rhees Library 

Dear Sir: 

October 21, 1936 . 

I am very grat ·ful for the contents of your 
letter of the 14th inst. containing a copy of a 
letter from my father to Thurlow Weed which is a 
very inte~estin~ contribution to my collection. 

You are quite right in lo~ating the Abell 
house. It was, as you sEy, on the Geneseo- Mt. 
Morris road in front of the old Villia.msburg 
burial c-round. The brick house burned several years 
ago. 

I bet; to remain, 

Y~J?Uurs, 
'i~ckwood R. Dot~ ., 

Lrd; jt 



THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

1300 LOCUST STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

April 2Q, 1936 

Mr. Morley Bebee Turpin, Archivist 
Rush Rhees Library 
The University of Rochester, 
Rochester, New York 

Dear Mr. Turpin: 

Concerning your letter of Febru-

ary eleventh in which you say that you formerly 

had written a letter to this Society, asking for 

information relative to Tench Coxe, I regret to 

state that the letter has never been received. If 

you will send me a copy of it, I shall be glad to 

send you any references I find to him. 

B:P 

Cord?l~ly yours, 

UJA/;.4A~ 
J'r:-~~~ 17-~~---~ 

(1--du.~ian P. Boyd 
Librarian 



Wqr Jirkrt ljinr Jnst 
aull wl}t Snuut 4nrri.& 11lttbnt 

HARR Y M . ROLISON 

PROPRIETOR A ND EDITOR 

ilnutrt Slnrris Nrw lnrk 

H.B.Turpin, 
..t.tochester. 

Dear Mr. 'J!ur llin: 

LEADING NEWSPAPER 
IN LIVINGSTON COUNTY 

GUARANTEED CIRCULATION 

September 23,1932. 

Your valued favor of tl~ 9th inst.was duly received,but it ~as 
not answered,as we have been trying to locate more papers containing 
your most interesting article. ie have been unable to find any co­
pies of that eaition,however,and all we can send you. is our working 
file,along with your manuscript,under sevarate cover. The euition 
was completely exhausted carrying this article. 

Several persons have spoken about your article,and we are sure 
it was duly appreciated by many readers,as well as by the writer,and 
we should like to have the op~ortunity of printing any otner such 
article that you may prepare in t~e future. 

Very truly yours, 

r.rlb PICK8T LINE POST 
& 1· ~0UNT ... 10.:t.ctiS UNION 







OFFICE OF THE 

REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS 

. JLCS: L LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

COPYRIGHT OFFICE 

WASHINGTON 

Deoe. ber 

e r &"r: 

n response to your tt r of j, ov b r 
you th · t a search in Vol. OJ. the co yright 

s rio Covrt for th or .. rx i~rict of ew Yor ~ 
roxi tely three entri s · n the na.L e of J. Sc ib 1 r. 

covers t·_e period Febr ry 6. 64!J-. pr: 1 27 • 1848.. on 
ries found tmr- one co rin a o entitled 'tEn ineer' .... 
nio' s Companion." The ent rch did not disclose 

o a wor - entl tled "Log oo • " It · s to be noted es ecia 
the copyrigh· recor s of th s court s recorded in t e vol es arou 
the eriou mentioneu above do t ·-re the address of t _e co yri · t 
c ima 1t but merely ta·~e enerally th t the claimant is from the 
particular district o · the oourt. If nevertheless you desire s -'~o 
con inue our search in the district court records to locate errliries 
of the ~orl--s w 1ich you mention., Jlease so advise., stating tl1e 
perio o t·· e to be covered so t:~at a search fee can be esti. ted 

s ested in the enclose l tter sl 

l o charge is being ade for t ... _e present search. 

nclo ure: 
L. '. 9 

or y Bebee T r_in~ rch"vist 
T e University of oohe ter 
River Campus · 

ochester • J; • Y. 

c. L. Bouv~ 
agister of Copy ig_·s 

? 



Officers 
President 

Charles H. Wiltsie 

First Vice-President 
Edward R. Foreman 

Second Vice-President 
Mrs. Frederick W. Yates 

Treasurer 
Harold L. Field 

Recording Secretary 
William F. Yust 

Corresponding Secreta1y 
1. Vincent Alexander 

THE ROCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

Office of 
EDwARD R. FoREMAN 

CHAIRMAN OF THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

MUSEUM BUILDING, EDGERTON PARK 

February 19, 19 29. 

Mr. Morley B. Turpin, 

39 Braddock Street, 

Rochester, N.Y. 

Dear Morley: 

Board of Managers 

Edward R. Foreman, Ex Officio 

Harvey F. Remington, Ex Officio 

Charles H. Wiltsie 

Mrs. Frederick W. Yates 

Harold L. Field 

William F. Yust 

1. Vincent Alexander 

Raymond H. Arnot 

William B. Boothby 

George B. Sage 

Howard V. R. Palmer 

I have requested the publisher to send you a 

copy of Volume VII, with my compliments. This is a slight 

token of appreciation for your gifts to the Society and 

for your constant interest in its affairs. 

ERF/EVH Foreman. 



CITY OF ROCHESTER 

OFFICE OF THE CITY HISTORIAN 
MUSEUM BUILDING, EDGERTON PARK. 

Mr. Morley B. Turpin, 
}9 Braddock-Street, 

~oohester, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Turpin: 

NEW YORK 

September 19, 1929. 

I enclose herewith copy of a Memorandum on the 
Centennial of Rochester, 1934, and a proposed History of Rochester, 
to be issued that year. 

b -
You are invited to contribute;the chapter on Public 

Utilities in Rochester. 

Also, your opinion is requested on the various 
Chapters as set forth in the Memorandum. Any suggestions or 
criticisms you mAY make will be much appreciated. 

venienoe. 

ERF/EVH 
Eno. 

I hope that you will answer at your earliest con-



The University of the State of New York 

New York State Library 
James I. Wyer, Director 

Mr. M. B. Turpin 
No. 52, City Hall 
Rochester, New York 

My dear Mr. Turpin: 

Manuscripts and History Section 
Edna L. Jacobsen 

Head of Section 

Albany, N. Y. 4 April 1930 

The Pickering Papers to which you refer 
in your letter of April 1 are manuscripts and are in 
the possession of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 
As far as I can learn they have never been printed. 

In 1896 the Massachusetts Historical Soc.iety 
published a~ historical index to the Pickering Papers 
which is v. 58 of the Society's Collections. We have 
this index and could lend it to you through the 
Rochester Public Library, but if you wish to see the 
Papers it will be necessary for you to go to the 
Massachusetts Historical Society in Boston. 

Yours very truly, 

MPW:MER Marian P. Wiltse 
Ass't, Mss and Hist. Sectdon 
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

COLLEGE OF LIT., SCIENCE AND THE ARTS 

DEPT. OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

October 19, 1935. 

My dear Mr. Turpin 

I hope that by this time Bill is well on his way to 
recovery. 

Thank you very much for your notes on Jedediah, and 
also the copy of the letter from the County Clerk of Auburn 
(i.e. , Cayuga Co.). I wonder if that ••3/ 4 of an acre, Lot. 
34, Scipio," is the lot on which the Morgan house, now in 
the Village of Aurnra, stands ? 

In writing to Dr. Gilchrist some time ago about photo­
stats, I was wondering if we couldn't find some professor at 
University of Rochester who could put a graduate student to 
work on Morgan's career in the State Legislature, as a thesis, 
e.g. It might be a professor of history, or law, or may'be 
even something else. Don't you think that would be a good 
idea '? It would be worth while, training for the student in 
the methods of research, etc. Do you know of anyone who would 
be interested in having a student do some work on this topic ? 
Thanks for letting me know about the Journal of the N.Y.State 
Senate. I shall want to see them sometime, but perhaps I shall 
wait until my next visit to Rochester. 

I have been writing around the country trying to lo­
cate letters written by Morgan. So far I have located two 
sets, and feel sure that I shall find more. I am going to 
arrange to have them photostated for your archives at the 
Library. It will greatly enhance the value of your already 
priceless collection of Morganiana. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

~~A. /1)/;f[ 

% ;tW ~~ "ffd4 ,, 



UNlVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

COLLEGE OF LIT., SCIENCE AND THE ARTS 

DEPT. OF ANTHROPOLOGY October 9, 1935. 

Mr. Moreley B. Turpin 
University of Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y. 

My dear Mr. Turpin 

I have been wondering if you ever heard from the 

County Clerk at Auburn about the data at which Jedediah Morgan 

acquired the property in the Village of Aurora '? 

Also, can you tell me the name of the man who rep­

resents the district which includes Rochester in the Legislature 

in Albany now, and his address ? 

I applied to Mr. E. R. Foreman for information con-

cerning Morgan's career in the Legislature, but apparently that 

will have to be 11 dug outn from somewhere, somehow. You don't hap­

pen to know of anyone in Rochester, some local historian, who 

would like to undertake to do this, do you 1 

Hope you had an enjoyable and profitable vacation. 

I know you must very busy now. How is the biography of Allen 

coming ? 

Hope this finds you well. Best regards to Mrs. 

Turpin & Bill. 

Sincerely yours, 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

COLLEGE OF LIT., SCIENCE AND THE ARTS 

DEPT. OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

September- 13, 1933. 

:ir. l'loreley B. Tur·oin 
Library, University of Rochester 
Rochester, New York 

My dear ~r. Turnin 

This will probably arrive in Rochester shortly 

before you return from your vacation. I left just a weeK a-

go today. I certainly ~id have a wonderful time there -- e-

ven though I almost froze one or two days! I am planning to 

go oack again as soon as I can. 

Perhaps you will have heard from the ClerK in 

Auourn about the time at VThich Jeded.iah ~:iorgan acquired the 

house in the village of Aurora. 

I am go in§' to try to carry on tl1is work a little 

bit this winter cy mail. Any suggestions you may have will be 

more than welcome. 

I certainly hope that you ha~ a pleasant an~ pro-

fi table vacation. Please re.I1ember me to Mrs. Turpin ana. tell 

Bill "Hello" for me. I can 1 t tell you how much I apprecic="te 

your many kindnesses to me while in Rochester. 

Yours sincerely, 

-------- .-



ROCHESTER ~.l1BJ£IC LIBRARY 
Dlvlslon ~f' L~al History 

\ J., 

_,....---

The following copies of ~ntries in the HorthQ4mpton To~un Records 

\:ill respond to the request of 1Kr. l:lo:eley Bebee Turpin (Dec , 4, 192S) 

for "Notes loc~ .. tin6 the roa.d leo.ding from H~n:fords L~..4nding to the 

All o-n ~.1ill c11 t the F ;.;:.11 s." 

11 The First Book of Records in the To~tn of Northdmpton, begu.n the 

4th da;y of April, 1797.rr 

.. 
Ro~d froh the Ld.nding Pl ... :vce belo.f the F(~la on the Genesee River, to /W. 

• • I 7..~ I 
the L ... ~ndin6 Plct.ce u.bo¥e the Mill on s~ld River . Be~rings ~nd Di~r - ~ "'r 

t~nce~ of o. Line ene~sured -.;.,.1 ong the middle of c1., Public, Roud ( f 0ur -;1 
l.f~"'Z; 
-z.~ ' 

Rods Broci..d) b 0ginl1ing ""t the Lo,ndi ng; Plci.Oe bel()t.; the Fa-lls on th.,e..,_ --~~ 
I" J ,~ ~ i"""' 

Genesee River, frorn thence to the L~nd.ing Pl.;.oe ;;.1.bove the Hill 011~ 1 
~b it 
~i) 

~ 1 -- {/P{ 
the su..id River, in the District of l~orth:.. .. mpton, County of Ont.:vrio 

-nd St~te of New York. 

St-..vtio:ns Be .:.~.ri ngs 

1 South 84° 15 ' 
2 2-Jorth 42 45 
"2 ~- I 
(.• .o:·l 

'+ South 11 15 
5 South ~ 15 
6 South 1 15 
7 South le! 1'5 
8 South 24- 1+5 
9 South 22 45 
10 South 11 45 
11 South -7 15 

~7 !j.~ 1~ South 

ia 8 ·-.~uth 1+2 5 
South 30 15 

15 South34 15 

Diatw.,nces 
0 L 

st~tions 

West g. 50;:. ~t,l, t> 16 
Weate 7, 50 Y '! "~ 17 . 
.. -st-e 6 • 50 ~ 1- , f 1-8 
West 105 . ~9~tft?. _19 
West 17 .75 117/~ .J 20 
we ~t 3 • 50 '--;;I, 2ll . 
E~st 5.00 ?/''SO# 2~ 
E~v :.:; te 5 . ()() ~ -a c 23 
Eo,.dte 3.50 ')..~t, o 24 
JJ.;o.ste 22 . 00 1'-f ,-"2- 25 
Ec.vste .. 6 .oo ? 

' 26 ~ 

E-... .. ste 5 QUO ~ () 27 
EvJst 4 . 00 ?-It:,~ 2S 
E~~ .. st 12,(.)0 ?t}~l...- ~9 
Er.. ... ste 3.50 ~ I, 30 

Beu.:ring, s 

South 29t145 1 

South _, 9 45 
South ~2 45 
Suuth 2> 15 
South 43 4-5 
South 35 45 
South 52 45 
South 55 4~ .., 
South 74 15 
South 47 4-5 
South 42 45 
South 3[: 15 
South 22 Li-5 
South 25 15 
South 12 15 

4 '2-1 
Dist~nces t, · 

C L \~ 

Ei;.~,St 2.50 
Eio.!.St 3.50 
• ~ I 

ttSt~ }. 
E....,ste 5 . 00· 
E ... ,..s te 12 . ()() 
Ew..ote 7 . 00 
Ec:.uste ~ . 5G , 
E~ste 5.00 
E ~~ste 2.5u 
E~ste 3 . 00- <::. -., 

E~ste 4.oo · 
E~ste 1o ."a 
Eo;.;~.ste S.50-
E ..... st 6.50 
Ea-st 21 • ()() 



ROCHESTER PUBLIC LIBR~.RY 
Division of Local History 

.At the request of the Inh-..:.bi t --~~nts of the Settle r1ent a t the Genesee 

Falls, d.l1d the Inh ... ~Jbi t ct.nts of Bradd.ocks B~y the above Described high 

\ >J.Y .rv..s laid June 7th, 179S. 

By Reuben Heth 

Cyrus Dougld.SS 

Co ;.rnissioners of the H i~hvh\lys for the District of iTorthL.ttn1Jton 

The · bove is~ true copy of the minutes of the Survey 

Christopher L._~~y~ourn 

To-~rn 6lerk 

11 Survey of u Ro · d A};ril 6th, 1$03 ¥It Horth-..mpton,n 

"Roa.d from~ tb.e Ld.nding Below the Fa.lls on the Genesee River to 

th .. · Oe4od t·:Sd41n from the Mouth of the River to the :Mills ~bove the 

F~lls -- \J idened u.s followeth -- Beg""'n a t the top of the Hill ..,.,t a 

Pine Stump on the \T orth Hide of Sv~i~ B.oa,<i . Run North H~lf a Ch~in 

to a· .Vfuite Octk Stunr then \Vest threa Degrees Sobtth Seven Cha.ins to 

the ~bove Mentioned Roa.d Le~ ... ding from the Mouth of the River -- then 

South Hc~lf ~ Chd.in to the former Line of Sd Rod.d the ci,bove Addition 

is on the North Side of Sd Ro~ is t"1/0 Rods from the Top of the Hill 

to the other Ro.;;..d, u 

nElishd. Dunh~ 
Jeremiu.h Ol!usted 

Recorded June the 8th, 1$03 

Sylvestus Atch1uson 

T n Clerk." 

\ 
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W~. 1~rley B. Turpin, 
Rush Rhee s Library 1 

University of Rochester, 
River Campus 1 Rochester, N. Y. 

},~, dear old friend:-

Ward Homestead, 
Maplewood, N. J ., 
N..arch 31, 1935. 

I was surprised and greatly pleased to receive your letter of the 26th. 

V~e form a unique literary coterie: The only contributors to the Semi-Centennial 

History of Rochester who survive and have written articles for the Centennial 

History also. It was a pleasure to mention you in my recollections. 

I always had a fondness for Reynolds' Arcade and its industrious denizens 

in the days of old. As a reporter I explored every nook and corner of the ancient 

building, and many an item of news I gathered there. Nearly all the ancient inhabi-

tants are gone, although some of' them will always be remembered by me. Next to you 

I have a vivid picture of Pomeroy P. Dickinson, witty, jolly, often s_atirical. 

George B. Selden was up stairs, getting patents for clients and working out his own 

invention which brought on his war with Henry Ford. There was the natty, gray whiskered 

J. Z. Culver : a polj.ce court lavvyer, J. B. Mcintyre, wqo achieved something later 

politically; a Jewish friend, at the other end, named Beir, and various others whose 
n~nas do not come readily to mind. But the nama of one does, and that was Major Jacob 
Spahn, who afterwards lost his life in the Bark Avenue Hotel fire in New York. The 
Najor· ovrned stock in a brewery,but became so convinced of the poisonous substances 
which unscrupulous beer men put into the beverage to hasten the aging and other pro­
cesses that he sold out and roundly and publicly denounced the whole industry. Re was 
a firm friend of mine and when an agent claimed a commission for selling a house of 
mine which he did not sell, but I did, .Major Spahn defended and won the suit for me 
and refused to accept a penny for his services. His speech denouncing the culprit in 
court was alone worth "the prive of admission." I had reason to love and honor this 
bluff and honest German citizen. 

But I must not let myself ramble. I wonder, if some day, when official duties 
do not weigh too heavily, yo\1 might tell me about the denizens of the Arcade as you 
knew them. I must not forge_t my namesake, although not a relative 1 George Butler, down-
stairs, manager of the Vvestern Union office. 

As regards the book you inquire about, nTha Cruise of the Huff"? I am sorry 
that my knowledge is nil. I knew George Harris well, and other members of the Canoe 

. club, but not being a canoist or a yachtist, I did not become acquainted with this 
line of literature, although I might have heard of the book, especially as it was 
gotten out by my paper, The Post-Express, which brings its publication date into the 
early eighties. Kindest regards, and do not fail to~write again. Very Si~~rely 

~ ' }.,1 /JIJ 
. Ww\, tM<.Xe • 

-

. 
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