
TO:          Marjorie Shelley, President, MCLS 

FROM:   Gary Brandt, MCLS/RPL Trustee 

DATE:     January 27, 2021 

RE:         RPL Board Report 

 

The RPL Board met at 9:00 a.m. this morning with new RPL President Donna Benjamin 

presiding.  A quorum was present, as was Director Uttaro, Assoc. Director Traub, Finance 

Director Harrison, HR Director Suro and Recording Secretary Mansour. 

A copy of the meeting Agenda is attached. 

Significant items discussed were: 

1.  Ms. Harrison reviewed the NYS financial prospects for library aid and general municipal aid 

for FY 21-22.  The City of Rochester will plan for a 10% reduction in each departmental 

expenses due to unsure NYS revenues. RPL cuts could total $1.15M and force the use of 

current fund balance amounts and a reduction in capital projects.  There is to be no planned 

reduction is operating hours at Central or in the branch libraries at this time. 

2.  The RPL Finance Committee reviewed and approved the just completed RPL fiscal audit and 

this was endorsed by the RPL Board in a motion to approve. 

3.  Agenda items 5, 6 & 7 were approved without an objection by the Board. 

4.  Mr. Davis reviewed the same FFRPL report that was presented to the MCSL Board on 1/25 

5.  MCLS liaison Lovenheim reported on the MCLS meeting, discussing the matter of the 

Greece Library Board letter seeking a modification of the MCLS member library contribution 

formula from a per capita charge to a new model. Director Uttaro added information and 

indicated to the RPL Board that a letter from the President of MCLS was mailed to the Greece 

Library Board President, with copies going out today to the member library Directors.  She 

also referenced the Brighton Library Board letter to the Greece Library Board and cited 

forthcoming like correspondence from other member libraries. 

6.  Director Uttaro reported that Tonia Burton (RPL) had been in contact with the URMC 

Pediatric Center (Hoekelman) to review options for improving childhood literacy with the 

Raise-a-Reader program. 

7.  Foodlink is proposing physical improvements to the B&L Building Café kitchen area, with a 

hopeful plan to create a “Grab n Go” sandwich/coffee operation in the spring.  No seating 

would be available inside. 



8.  The local income tax prep service used annual by RPL is seeking to use the café space for 

assisting clients with the 2020 tax forms.  This would be “by appointment only” service. 

9.  Director Uttaro, as she cited in the MCLS meeting on 1/25, is writing to County Executive 

Bello with a proposal for all frontline library employees (City and County) to be elevated in the 

priority classification of essential workers for early COVID vaccine inoculation (hoping for an 

inclusion in the Stage 1B group). 

10.  Director Uttaro reported that the City of Rochester has made another delivery of 10k 

masks to the RPL for use and distribution in the branches. 

11.  Director Uttaro and Vice President Hamilton discussed the use of “data driven” 

purchasing for the RPL collection enhancements going forward.  It was learned recently that 

many of the purchases for branch libraries in the past 3-4 years had not been checked out 

even once by patrons. 

12.  Associate Director Traub discussed the developing digital interface plan of access for 

students in the RCSD for the RPL collection of materials.  This appears promising. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Gary A. Brandt 

MCLS/RPL Trustee 


