
TO:            Marjorie Shelley, President, MCLS 

FROM:     Gary Brandt, Liaison to RPL 

DATE:      April 26, 2021 

RE:          Report 

 

The RPL met today via Zoom.  A quorum was present, and President Benjamin called the meeting to order at 

9:04 a.m.  No one from the public was present. 

All Action Items were approved unanimously.  Regarding the financial report by Ms. Harrison, she indicated that 

through the end of March, the RPL had an approximate $200k surplus from the annual projected expense 

estimate.  Discussions with City Hall Budget Office were ongoing, and the May report would reveal a better 

picture of the annual budget forecast. 

Under III. Discussion Items, Mr. Davis indicated in his report that the annual fund-raising efforts were on 

schedule. 

MCLS Liaison Lovenheim indicated that the new Town of Chili library would be opening on Saturday, May15th 

with a ribbon cutting at 10 am. 

Director Uttaro discussed the following items from her report: 

a. The agreement between R.I.T. and RPL to transfer the Rochester Historic Journal was progressing.  City 

Attorney Brennan indicated that a draft Memorandum of Understanding was in place. Director Uttaro was 

pleased that R.I.T., with their R.I.T. Press capacity, would better be able to print & publish the Rochester 

Historical Journal, and that current RPL staff time used for copy editing and graphics design would be taken over 

by R.I.T. once the final agreement was signed. 

b. That a “reopening team” of RPL staff had been formed, similar to the “shutdown team” from a year ago. The 

first meeting will be held Friday, 4/30.   It was learned that NYS has sent a letter to library systems in the state 

which directed them to return to full time hours by June 1st.  Director Uttaro indicated that the original full time 

reopening was slated for 9/1 for the start of school, but that she will encourage compliance with the NYS 

directive by July 1st as many staff issues will need to be resolved before full time open hours are restored.  She 

also indicated that NYS will not impose any financial penalties on library systems that cannot meet the June 1st 

reopening date. 

c.  That Food Link will be conducting a “soft opening” of the food café at the B&L location on May 13th & 14th. 

This trial will allow for the identification of operational problems prior to a more formal full opening later. 

There was no Board discussion on the report by Asst. Director Taub. 

Deputy Director Lewis gave her report. She highlighted the work that was being done at the Maplewood Branch 

by staff both with tutoring and education with patrons (particularly with the citizenship classes and the one-on-

one tutoring sessions) and how the staff is looking for volunteers to help with this important work.  

 

Respectfully Submitted. 

 

c:  RPL President Benjamin 

    Director Uttaro 


