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Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom  

June 14, 2021 
DRAFT Minutes 

 
This meeting was held under the NYS Governor's Executive Order No. 202.1: Continuing Temporary Suspension 
and Modification of Laws Relating to the Disaster Emergency. 
 
Trustees Present: G. Brandt, C. Corcoran, L. Giess, P. Knapp, A. Moffitt, M. Shelly, M. Smith, E. Stephens, 

S. Stockman, M. Thompson, (quorum present) 
 
Trustees Excused: J. Lovenheim 
 
Staff and Guests: County law liaison D. Crumb; FFRPL liaison N. Davis; staff members B. Harrison,  

M. Lewis, A. Traub, P. Uttaro, D. Mansour 
 
Call to Order 
Ms. Shelly called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m. and confirmed that a quorum was present. She 
reminded everyone that the meeting is being held under the Governor’s Executive Order 202.1 and she 
will be calling the votes via a roll call.  
 
Public Comments 
None 
 
Meeting Minutes 
The minutes of the May 24, 2021 meeting were approved without objection.  
 
Claims 
Ms. Harrison reviewed the claims and offered to answer questions. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Rev. Smith AND 
SECONDED BY Mr. Corcoran to approve the claims as presented. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Election of Officers 
On behalf of the MCLS Nominating Committee, Ms. Thompson put forth the following slate of officers for the 
term July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022: 

• President – Suzanne Stockman 

• Vice President – Christopher Corcoran 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Ms. Thompson AND SECONDED BY Dr. Knapp to approve the proposed slate of officers 
for the term July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Grant Acceptance, Federal CARES Act 
Mr. Traub explained the request to the board. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Rev. Smith AND SECONDED BY 
Mr. Corcoran to approve acceptance of a grant from the CARES Act funds and amend the MCLS budget in the 
amount of $56,991. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Recognition of Ms. Thompson’s Service to the Board 
Ms. Shelly explained that this is Ms. Thompson’s last meeting due to her term coming to an end and her 
ineligibility to continue serving because of term limits. She thanked Ms. Thompson for her many years of service 
to the board and her dedication to the libraries of Monroe County. Ms. Thompson expressed her gratitude to the 
other trustees and wished everyone well. 
 
Rochester Public Library (RPL) Board Liaison 
Mr. Brandt offered to answer any questions about his written report.  
 
Rochester Regional Library Council (RRLC) Liaison 
Dr. Knapp offered to answer any questions about his written report. He then shared that the RRLC Board 
approved their budget for next year, made some major revisions to their handbook and used their resource of 
“Ask an HR Expert” for assistance with that task, recorded the vote of the membership for re-electing board 
members, elected new officers, created new membership criteria and dues statements, and approved a new cost-
share format for the OCLC FirstSearch program.  
 
Friends and Foundation of the Rochester Public Library (FFRPL) Liaison 
Mr. Davis reviewed the highlights of his written report and offered to answer any questions. He reported that the 
Annual Fundraising Campaign is doing well and is on target. Next, he reported that a fundraiser specifically to 
support the Phillis Wheatley Community Library on its 50th anniversary is underway. He also reported on the Sokol 
High School Literary Awards and the Harold Hacker Fund for Advancement of Libraries. 
 
Ms. Shelly noted that this will be Mr. Davis’ last board meeting and thanked him for his service to the library 
during his tenure as the Executive Director of FFRPL.  
 
Member Library Director Report 
Amy Hogue, Director at the Parma Public Library introduced herself and thanked everyone for inviting her to the 
meeting. She reported that the Parma Library has two new librarians, an Adult Services librarian, and a Children’s 
Librarian. They are having some in-person programming and things are “almost” back to normal. The town of 
Parma received a community development block grant that will be used to update some of the facilities at the 
library. Ms. Uttaro recommended that everyone follow Parma Library’s social media accounts, noting they are fun 
and chocked full of interesting information. In response to a question, Ms. Hogue stated the community size 
served by the library is approximately 15,000.  
 
Director’s Report 
Ms. Uttaro offered to answer any questions about her written report. Mr. Brandt asked about Jennifer Byrnes’ 
wedding that was held at the library. Ms. Uttaro shared that despite some rain, the ceremony was held under the 
pavilion in the Dorris Carlson Reading Garden with a small reception in the Kate Gleason Auditorium.  
Next, Ms. Uttaro thanked Ms. Shelly for her service as president and thanked Ms. Stockman and Mr. Corcoran for 
stepping up into the roles of president and vice president beginning July 1.  
Ms. Uttaro asked for opinions on returning to in-person meetings. Most trustees expressed interest.  
Dr. Knapp asked for more information on the readership statistics for Rundelania. Ms. Uttaro promised to get 
back to him with that information. He then asked for more information about the Summer reading pop-up in the 
park programs. Ms. Uttaro explained that Children’s Services staff started going to local parks last summer and set 
up storytime or crafts. They promoted the programs heavily on social media and got a good turnout. This summer 
they are working more closely with the parks department and the city recreation department.  
She reported that E-books For All legislation passed and is on its way to the governor for signature. There is also a 
Trustee Training bill that is expected to be signed by the governor. To comply with the new requirements, she and 
Mr. Traub are working on developing short training modules that can be delivered during Board Meetings.  
Lastly, she reported that three staff members have applied for the retirement incentive. She thanked FFRPL for 
providing the incentive.  
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MCLS Office & Central Library 
Mr. Traub offered to answer any questions about his written report. He encouraged everyone to visit the new 
Chili Public Library which is now complete. The mixed-use building houses the library, a senior center, and a 
recreation center. The new Greece Public Library additions is slated to open next month. They have added over 
10,000 square feet to their children's area. Next, he reminded everyone that the SORA checkouts in his written 
report represent RCSD students checking out books from the MCLS collection through their school library 
application. Ms. Moffit asked about Hoopla. Mr. Traub explained that Hoopla is very popular at the libraries 
where it is offered however, it is not offered at the system level. He also shared that Overdrive announced they 
are buying Kanopy, a streaming service that competes with Hoopla.  
 
Other Business 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Mr. Brandt AND SECONDED BY Mr. Corcoran to prepare a resolution thanking 
Ms. Thompson for her years of service on the MCLS Board. THE MOTION PASSED with Ms. Thompson 
ABSTAINING. 
 
Mr. Brandt asked Rev. Smith to provide a report on the community work he did with other faith leaders in the 
Rochester area. Rev. Smith reported that the program went well and that he will be conducting follow-up 
meetings on Tuesdays during July and August. Mr. Stephens asked Rev. Smith to connect with him outside of the 
board meeting to discuss fatherhood work noting that he has been doing this work in Rochester for the past five 
years.  
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned without objection at 12:53 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Uttaro, Secretary 


