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Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
August 16, 2021 
DRAFT Minutes 

 
Trustees Present: G. Brandt, C. Corcoran, P. Knapp, J. Lovenheim, A. Moffitt, M. Shelly, M. Smith, E. Stephens, 

S. Stockman, M. Thompson, (quorum present) 
 
Trustees Excused: L. Giess 
 
Staff and Guests: County law liaison D. Crumb; FFRPL liaison S. Lusignan; staff members B. Harrison, M. Lewis, 

A. Traub, P. Uttaro, D. Mansour 
 
Call to Order 
Ms. Stockman called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m. and confirmed that a quorum was present. She 
welcomed everyone back to the first in-person meeting since the pandemic started in spring 2020. 
 
Public Comments 
None 
 
Meeting Minutes 
The minutes of the June 14, 2021 meeting were approved with two spelling corrections.  
 
Claims 
Ms. Harrison reviewed the claims and offered to answer questions. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Dr. Knapp AND 
SECONDED BY Rev. Smith to approve the claims as presented. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
MCLS Annual Report to New York State 
Mr. Traub directed everyone's attention to the report included in the materials packet and offered to answer any 
questions. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Ms. Shelly AND SECONDED BY Rev. Smith to approve the MCLS Annual 
Report to New York State. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Rochester Public Library (RPL) Board Liaison 
Mr. Brandt offered to answer any questions about his written report.  
 
Rochester Regional Library Council (RRLC) Liaison 
Dr. Knapp reported that RRLC Board has not met since his last report. Ms. Uttaro added that RRLC is the recipient 
of some American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding through the State Library. The funding will be made available 
to public libraries, school systems, and tribal institutions. Ms. Uttaro and Mr. Traub are working closely with Laura 
Osterhout of RRLC to determine how these funds will be distributed. The funds must be used to promote digital 
inclusion. MCLS and Pioneer Library system will receive approximately $370,000.  
 
Friends and Foundation of the Rochester Public Library (FFRPL) Liaison 
Ms. Lusignan offered to answer any questions about the FFRPL written report. She reviewed the highlights of the 
written report. She then reported that the new Executive Director of FFRPL, Donna Borgus will be starting on 
August 23.  
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President’s Report 
Ms. Stockman informed trustees that a list of committees is circulating, and she asked that trustees please add 
their names to any committees they are interested in serving on. Next, she reminded trustees to take advantage 
of the free Trustee Handbook Book Club that is being presented online beginning in October. Trustees should 
have received an email with registration details. She also reminded trustees that early registration for the NYLA 
conference is now open. Lastly, she asked Ms. Uttaro to give an update on the new rules requiring the board to 
meet in person. Ms. Uttaro explained the NYS Governor’s emergency order that exempted boards from following 
the Open Meetings Laws and allowed them to meet virtually during the pandemic has expired and therefore the 
Open Meeting Laws are back in place. In response to a question, Mr. Crumb clarified that a hybrid meeting (where 
some trustees attend in person and others via Zoom) is not allowed. 
 
Director’s Report 
Ms. Uttaro announced that Matthew Terp, liaison to the Library Board from the Monroe County Legislature, has 
resigned from his legislator position due to complications from long-haul COVID. Ms. Uttaro reported that while 
he did not attend the board meetings, he regularly read the reports and often contacted her with questions. He 
was an excellent library advocate within the county legislature and will be missed. Mr. Terp represented a district 
in Webster. Jennifer Wright has been appointed to replace him in the legislature and Ms. Uttaro is waiting to hear 
who the new liaison to the MCLS Board will be. Ms. Stockman reminded the board that a couple of trustees are 
waiting for reappointment by the county legislature and that they can continue in their roles while waiting for the 
reappointments. Emily Hessney Lynch is waiting for an appointment and will begin her term once appointed. 
Ms. Uttaro offered to answer any other questions about her written report. In response to a question about 
mandatory training for trustees, Ms. Uttaro explained that the law will not take effect until 2023 and a plan for 
tracking the training taken by trustees has yet to be developed. Mr. Traub answered a question about 
consequences for trustees who do not comply with the training requirement and explained that the law as 
written does not contain any penalties for non-compliance.  
 
MCLS Office & Central Library 
Mr. Traub offered to answer any questions about his written report. He encouraged trustees to visit the new Chili 
Public Library to see their new building. He also encouraged everyone to visit the Art of The Book exhibit that is 
currently in Hacker Hall.  
 
Mr. Lovenheim joined the meeting at 12:29 p.m. 
 
Ms. Uttaro reported that Kate Meddaugh has been selected to receive the Rochester Professional Consultants 
Network’s annual Linda Halliburton Friend of RPCN Award in recognition of her excellent work as a professional 
consultant. Next, Ms. Uttaro reported that library staff have a lot of questions about COVID precautions. Staff 
members continue to fall on both ends of the spectrum from maintaining strict masking and distancing protocols 
to reverting to pre-pandemic operations. She and the management team review staff members’ concerns and the 
latest best practices recommendations weekly.  
 
Other Business 
Rev. Smith asked for an update on the construction in front of the Rundel Memorial Building. Ms. Harrison 
responded that the contractors are hoping to have the fencing in the front of the building taken down before 
winter. The anticipated completion of the construction on the north terrace has been pushed back and 
Ms. Harrison will provide a more detailed report to the board once more information is received from the 
contractors.  
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned without objection at 12:41 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Uttaro, Secretary 


