
 
 

 

115 South Avenue  |  Rochester, NY  |  14604-1896 

Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
October 18, 2021 
DRAFT Minutes 

 
Trustees Present: G. Brandt, L. Giess, E. Hessney Lynch, P. Knapp, J. Lovenheim, A. Moffitt, M. Smith,  

E. Stephens, S. Stockman (quorum present) 
 
Trustees Excused: C. Corcoran 
 
Staff and Guests: County law liaison D. Crumb; FFRPL liaison D. Borgus; Henrietta Library Director,  

A. Pettinelli; staff members B. Harrison, M. Lewis, P. Uttaro, L. Alley 
 
Call to Order 
Ms. Stockman called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m. and confirmed that a quorum was present.  
 
Public Comments 
None 
 
Meeting Minutes 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Dr. Knapp AND SECONDED BY Ms. Giess to approve the minutes of the 
September 20, 2021 meeting as presented. THE MOTION PASSED with Ms. Stockman ABSTAINING. 
 
Claims 
Ms. Harrison reviewed the claims and offered to answer questions.  
 
Mr. Lovenheim joined the meeting at 12:09 p.m. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Rev. Smith AND SECONDED BY Ms. Giess to approve the claims as presented. THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Mr. Stephens left the meeting at 12:11 p.m. 
 
Election of MCLS Executive Committee 
President Stockman has determined that Trustees Amy Moffitt and Rev. Mack Smith are willing and able to 
serve on the Executive Committee and recommend their election. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Ms. Giess AND 
SECONDED BY Mr. Lovenheim to elect Trustees Moffitt and Smith to serve on the Executive Committee. THE 
MOTION PASSED with Ms. Moffitt ABSTAINING. 
 
Presidential Appointments 
Ms. Stockman informed the board that the committee appointments made by the president do not require 
approval by the board. Mr. Brant asked that the appointment of the RPL Board Liaison be postponed until 
Ms. Stockman could speak to Rev. Smith and she agreed to postpone the appointment.  
 
President’s Comments 
Ms. Stockman reported the NYLA Conference is offering a two-day virtual conference (October 28 – 29) and an 
in-person conference (November 3 – 6) and encouraged trustees to attend. Ms. Stockman shared she enjoyed a 
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recent visit to the new Chili Library and encouraged trustees to show their support by visiting member libraries 
and attending programs and events.  
 
Mr. Stevens rejoined the meeting at 12:14 p.m. 
 
All trustees should have received information on the Trustee Handbook Bookclub, these informative sessions 
start October 19.  
Mr. Brandt commented that visiting libraries and programs will show the board is interested and involved. 
Ms. Hessney Lynch shared, as a new trustee, she is visiting each of the 32 member libraries and sharing her 
experiences on Instagram. She recently visited her 9th branch.  
She reminded trustees that the trustee contact list was recently sent out and they should notify Ms. Mansour if 
any changes are needed.  
Ms. Stockman reported Ms. Uttaro will provide a list of Central employees' names and departments for trustees 
to reference while reading reports.  
Ms. Stockman commented on the impressive number of wonderful programs offered by libraries. In response to 
a question, Ms. Uttaro confirmed, despite a reduction in the equivalent of 30 full-time positions at Central and 
six positions in Branches since 2014, the level of work and services continues to impress and reflects the 
dedication of the staff.  
 
Rochester Public Library (RPL) Board Liaison 
Mr. Brandt reviewed his report and offered to answer any questions. 
 
Rochester Regional Library Council (RRLC) Liaison 
Dr. Knapp reported there was no meeting in September, the next meeting will be November 18, 2021.  
 
Friends and Foundation of the Rochester Public Library (FFRPL) Liaison 
Ms. Borgus reviewed the highlights of the FFRPL written report and offered to answer any questions. Roc the 
Day will be Tuesday, November 30. Board members interested in giving a challenge gift should contact 
Ms. Borgus or Rebecca Fuss. Ms. Uttaro will present a ‘What’s New at MCLS’ talk to the residents at St. John’s 
campus on Tuesday, November 16 at 2 pm. If any board member would like to attend, please let Ms. Borgus or 
Ms. Fuss know.  
 
Member Library Director Report 
Ms. Pettinelli from the Henrietta Public Library shared that since opening the new building in 2019 the library 
was able to overcome many challenges of COVID-19 and losing several staff members to retirement. The new 
space has allowed the library to resume normal operations quicker than would have been possible in the 
previous building. She is pleased daily focus has returned to library work and is less about the pandemic. This 
week Henrietta resumed in-person programming, 48 people attended an after-hours book release party on 
October 15. Ms. Pettinelli shared the library is beginning its strategic planning process with Causewave. 
Ms. Moffitt shared that her co-worker’s children love to take part in the Kids Cook Dinner program. 
Ms. Pettinelli explained this popular program features Laura Lintz, Children’s Librarian leading children via zoom 
in preparing dinner for their families.  
 

MCLS Office & Central Library 
On behalf of Mr. Traub, Ms. Uttaro asked if there were any questions about the report. Dr. Knapp asked if the 
ONYX Deskset Video Magnifier mentioned in the report works remotely for people not present in the building. 
Ms. Uttaro offered to follow up with Mr. Traub and report back to the board. Ms. Borgus mentioned that she 
received a demonstration of the equipment that morning. Outreach staff had indicated that due to the cost of 
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the equipment it is not available for individual lending at this time but can be loaned between libraries for 
patrons to use when in a library. Responding to a question Ms. Uttaro confirmed “Mi-Fi” and “Wi-Fi” are 
essentially the same. The units are loaned for 3 weeks and can connect multiple devices to the Internet. The 
devices are available for loan throughout MCLS. Dr. Knapp and Ms. Stockmann expressed their appreciation of 
all the programs listed in the monthly report. 
 
Director’s Report 
Ms. Uttaro explained the management team will meet to discuss the Bring Back Monroe program. County 
Executive Bello announced there will be a community survey for how the $144 million from the American 
Rescue Plan Act will be used.  
Next, she shared that the library has been approached by Roy Allen, Small Matters Institute. Mr. Allen was part 
of a collaborative group working to restore a monument of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe that was stolen 
from Highland Park in 2015. Roger Ehrich, son of the original sculptor, members of the German American 
Federation, and the Sister City Wurzburg will provide funds to recast the bust and build a pedestal for it. Once 
completed the bust will be kept on display at the Central Library in the Rundel Building. Completion is expected 
in the summer of 2022.  
Ms. Uttaro notified the board that staff members will be assigned to support the Finance, Personnel, Advocacy 
and Public Relations committees recently appointed by Ms. Stockman.  
Next, she shared that Jennifer Lenio, in the MCLS office, has secured a spot for the library at the Roc Holiday 
Village that will take place in December. Trustees should contact Ms. Uttaro or Mr. Traub if they are interested 
in volunteering. The table will be in a heated tent at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Park.  
Mr. Brandt commented on the ROC the Riverway waterfront revitalization initiative and new business coming to 
downtown. Ms. Uttaro confirmed the marketing team sends welcome packets to apartment complexes and new 
businesses.  
Lastly, she brought to the board’s attention that all member libraries except for Irondequoit have returned a 

board-approved Document of Understanding. The Irondequoit board indicated that they had several questions 

they would like to have answered before approving. The answers have been provided and Ms. Uttaro hopes to 

present the DOU’s in the November meeting. If delayed, a December meeting may be necessary. Mr. Lovenheim 

asked for more specifics and Ms. Uttaro will forward the questions from the Irondequoit Board to him.  

 

Adjournment 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Rev. Smith AND SECONDED BY Ms. Giess to adjourn the meeting. THE MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, and the meeting was adjourned at 1:03 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Uttaro, Secretary 


