
Best Chapter Books 

 

Jawbreaker by Christina Wyman 

Max Plink's life is complicated. Her parents aren't getting along. The school 
bullies are relentless--and her own sister is the cruelest of them. Worst of 
all, her mouth is a mess. With a mismatched puzzle of a jaw, Max has a 
Class II malocclusion, otherwise known as a severe overbite. She already 
has braces, which means she lives on Advil and soft foods after each 
orthodontist appointment. But now Max has to wear painful (and totally 
awkward) orthodontic headgear nicknamed "the jawbreaker." Could things 
get any worse? 

 
 

The Probability of Everything by Sarah Everett  

Eleven-year-old Kemi Carter loves scientific facts, specifically probability. 
It's how she understands the world and her place in it. Kemi knows her 
odds of being born were 1 in 5.5 trillion, and that the odds of her having 
the best family ever were even lower. Yet somehow, Kemi lucked out. 

 

 

The Swifts: A Dictionary of Scoundrels by Beth Lincoln 

"On the day they are born, every Swift child is brought before the sacred 
Family Dictionary. They are given a name, and a definition. A definition it 
is assumed they will grow up to match. Meet Shenanigan Swift: Little 
sister. Risk-taker. Mischief-maker. Shenanigan is getting ready for the big 
Swift Family Reunion and plotting her next great scheme: hunting for 
Grand-Uncle Vile's long-lost treasure. She's excited to finally meet her 
arriving relatives -- until one of them gives Arch-Aunt Schadenfreude a 
deadly shove down the stairs. So what if everyone thinks she'll never be 
more than a troublemaker, just because of her name? Shenanigan knows 

she can become whatever she wants, even a detective. And she's determined to follow the 
twisty clues and catch the killer. Deliciously suspenseful and delightfully clever, The Swifts is a 
remarkable debut that is both brilliantly contemporary and instantly classic. A celebration of 
words and individuality, it's packed with games, wordplay, and lots and lots of mischief as 
Shenanigan sets out to save her family and define herself in a world where definitions are so 
important." 

 



Shira and Esther's Double Dream Debut by Anna Jordan 

When Shira and Esther first meet, they can hardly believe their eyes. It's 
like looking in a mirror! But even though they may look identical, the two 
girls couldn't be more different. Shira dreams of singing and dancing 
onstage, but her father, a stern and pious rabbi, thinks Shira should be 
reading prayers, not plays. Esther dreams of studying Torah, but her 
mother, a glamorous stage performer, wishes Esther would spend more 
time rehearsing and less time sneaking off to read books. Oy vey! If only 
the two could switch places . . . 

Would Shira shine in a big-time televised talent show? Would Esther's bat mitzvah go off 
without a hitch? What's a little deception, when it means your dreams might finally be within 
reach? One thing is certain: Shira and Esther are going to need more than a little chutzpah to 
pull this off. But if they do, their double dream debut is sure to be the performance of a 
lifetime.  

Don't Want to Be Your Monster by Deke Moulton 

Two vampire brothers must set aside their differences to solve a series of 
murders in this humorous and delightfully spooky novel for young 
readers. For fans of Too Bright to See.  Adam and Victor are brothers who 
have the usual fights over the remote, which movie to watch and whether 
or not it’s morally acceptable to eat people. Well, not so much eat …just 
drink a little blood. They’re vampires, hiding in plain sight with their 
eclectic yet loving family.  Ten-year-old Adam knows he has a better 
purpose in life (well, death) than just drinking blood, but fourteen-year-
old Victor wants to accept his own self-image of vampirism. Everything 

changes when bodies start to appear all over town, and it becomes clear that a vampire hunter 
may be on the lookout for the family. Can Adam and Victor reconcile their differences and work 
together to stop the killer before it’s too late? 

 

Big Tree by Brian Selznick 

A mysterious voice has been speaking to Louise in her dreams. She and her 
brother Merwin are Sycamore seeds, who hope to one day set down roots 
and become big trees. But when a fire forces them to leave their mama tree 
prematurely, they find themselves catapulted into the unknown, far from 
home. Alone and unprepared, they must use their wits and imagination to 
navigate a dangerous world―filled with dinosaurs, meteors, and 
volcanoes!―and the fear of never finding a safe place to grow up. As the 

mysterious voice gets louder, Louise comes to realize their mission in life may be much bigger 



than either of them ever could have imagined! Brimming with humor, wonder, mystery, and a 
profound sense of hope, Big Tree is a trailblazing adventure, illustrated with nearly 300 pages of 
breathtaking pictures. It is Selznick's most imaginative and far-reaching work to date and a 
singular reading experience for the whole family. 

 

Simon Sort of Says by Erin Bow 

Simon O’Keeffe’s biggest claim to fame should be the time his dad 
accidentally gave a squirrel a holy sacrament. Or maybe the alpaca disaster 
that went viral on YouTube. But the story the whole world wants to tell 
about Simon is the one he’d do anything to forget: the story in which he’s 
the only kid in his class who survived a school shooting. 

 

Labors of Hercules Beal by Gary D Schmidt 

From award-winning author Gary D. Schmidt, a warm and witty novel in the 
tradition of The Wednesday Wars, in which a seventh grader has to figure 
out how to fulfill an assignment to perform the Twelve Labors of Hercules 
in real life—and makes discoveries about friendship, community, and 
himself along the way. Herc Beal knows who he's named after—a mythical 
hero—but he's no superhero. He's the smallest kid in his class. So when his 
homeroom teacher at his new middle school gives him the assignment of 

duplicating the mythical Hercules's amazing feats in real life, he's skeptical. After all, there are 
no Nemean Lions on Cape Cod—and not a single Hydra in sight. Missing his parents terribly and 
wishing his older brother wasn't working all the time, Herc figures out how to take his first steps 
along the road that the great Hercules himself once walked. Soon, new friends, human and 
animal, are helping him. And though his mythical role model performed his twelve labors by 
himself, Herc begins to see that he may not have to go it alone. 

 

When Sea Becomes Sky by Gillian McDunn 

In this heartfelt summer story, acclaimed author Gillian McDunn paints a 
stunning portrait of the bond of siblings and the love we'll always carry 
with us. 
 
Bex and Davey's summer in the saltmarsh is different this year, thanks to 
the record-breaking drought. Even the fish seem listless--and each day the 
water level lowers farther. When they discover a mysterious underwater 



statue, they're thrilled at the chance to solve the puzzle of its origin. This is the summer 
adventure they've been waiting for. 
 
When they learn of a development plan that will destroy their special spot, they'll need to act 
quickly. Unfortunately, sometimes progress happens whether you're ready or not. What will it 
mean if Bex and Davey lose their corner of the marsh where otters frolic and dragonflies buzz--
their favorite place to be siblings together? 
 
As Bex and Davey attempt to save the statue and their beloved marsh, they come to see that 
the truth is not as simple as it seems . . . ultimately discovering so much more about life, 
permanence, love, and loss than they ever expected. 
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