
Poison Town by Elyssa Campbell
The company has done an
extensive cleanup of its
operations, but everything in the
town still seems sick; even the
crows are having trouble flying.
Addie decides to find out if the

smelter is still poisoning local residents, and to
do that, she needs help.

One of the Boys by Victoria Zeller
Grace Woodhouse was a star
kicker with a D1 future, but that
was before she came out as
transgender and quit football. Now,
as senior year begins, Grace is
navigating a new life with queer

friends and a fresh perspective. When her old
teammates beg her to rejoin the Pageland High
football team, Grace can't resist the call of the
game. Can she be both a star football player
and a trans girl?

Buffalo Dreamer by Violet Duncan
Summers’ family spends summers in
Alberta, on the reservation where her
mom’s family lives. But this year is
turning out to be an eye-opening one.
Summer has vivid dreams in which
she’s running away from a residential

school that tore Native children from their families.
She learns that unmarked children’s graves have
been discovered at the school her grandpa
attended. Now more folks are speaking up about
their experiences at these places, including her
grandfather. 

One Step Forward by Marcie Flinchum Atkins
Matilda Young wondered if she could
be as courageous as her older sister
who fought for suffrage. Joining the
movement came with plenty of risks,
and taking a stand could tear
Matilda's family apart. 
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One Word, Six Letters by Adib Khorram
Freshmen Dayton and Farshid
couldn’t be more different. Or so it
seems. When Dayton takes a dare
and shouts the f-slur at a visiting
author during a school event, it sets off
a chain reaction that forces both boys

to face parts of themselves they’d rather ignore.

The Golden Boy’s Guide to Bipolar by Sonido Reyes
Cesar Flores is finally ready to win
back his ex-boyfriend. Since breaking
up with Jamal in a last-ditch effort to
stay in the closet, he’s come out to
Mami, his sister, Yami, and their
friends, taken his meds faithfully, and 

gotten his therapist’s blessing to reunite with Jamal.

Rosa By Any Other Name by Hailey Alcaraz

Education verdict for .desegregation. Though
she's legally allowed to be there, it's still unsafe
for Mexican Americans. That’s why she's
secretly passing as Rosie, a white girl. All she
has to do to secure her future is make sure her
Mexican home life and her white school
experience never intersect

Rosa Capistrano has been
attending posh North Phoenix High
School to boost her chances of a
college education and a career in
journalism, thanks to the
groundbreaking Brown v. Board of 



Warrior Girl Unearthed by Angeline Boulley
Perry Firekeeper-Birch has always
known who she is. The laidback twin,
the troublemaker. Her aspirations
won't ever take her far from home,
and she wouldn't have it any other
way. The rising number of missing

Indigenous women starts circling closer to home,
her family becomes embroiled in a murder
investigation, and grave robbers seek to profit off
of what belongs to her Anishinaabe tribe.

Promise Boys by Nick Brooks
The prestigious Urban Promise Prep
school might look pristine on the
outside, but deadly secrets lurk
within. When the principal gets
murdered on school premises and the
cops come sniffing around, a trio of 

students, J.B., Ramón, and Trey emerge as the
prime suspects. They had the means, they had
the motive and they may have had the murder
weapon. But with all three maintaining their
innocence, they must band together to track down
the real killer before they are arrested.

Unbecoming by Seema Yasmin
In a near-future America, abortions
are prosecuted and the right to
choose is no longer an option. But
Laylah and Noor want to change
the world. After graduating high
school, they’ll become an OBGYN

and a journalist, but in the meantime, they’re
working on an illegal guide to abortion in Texas.

The Story of My Anger by Jasmine Mendez
Yulieta Lopez is angry. Angry at her
racist drama teacher, angry at the
school board threatening her favorite
teacher for teaching "controversial"
literature. As the fire of Yuli’s rage
spreads and lights her up, she 

becomes determined to find a way to fight back.
Yuli and her friends start a guerilla theatre club
which stirs things up and gets people talking, and
finally, Yuli steps into the role she was always
meant to play.

Split the Sky by Marie Arnold
Lala Russell is doing a bad job at
being a Black girl. She has social
justice fatigue, and she doesn’t
want to join the Black Alliance Club
at her school (even though she
agrees with them). A gifted cellist,           

she’s focused on leaving her small town and
accomplishing her goals and dreams. But Lala
has also inherited another gift, her grandmother
Sadie’s gift of foresight. She has visions of the
future—and they always come true. 

Banned Together edited by Ashley Hope Perez
This bold collection of fiction,
memoir, poetry, graphic narratives,
essays, and other genres explores
book bans through various lenses,
and empowers teens to fight back.
From moving personal accounts to 

clever comebacks aimed at censorship, fifteen
legendary YA authors and illustrators confront
the high-stakes question of what is lost when
books are kept from teens.

Libertad by Bessie Flores Zaldivar
As the 2017 presidential election
looms and protests happen in every
corner of the city of Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, Libertad Morazán takes
heart in writing political poetry for her
anonymous Instagram account and

a new romance. As Libertad faces the corruption
around her, stifling homophobia, and ramped up
threats to her poetry online, she begins dreaming
of a future in which she doesn’t have to hide who
she is or worry about someone she loves losing
their life just for speaking up. This Book Won’t Burn by Samira Ahmed

After her family separates and her
mom moves far from their Chicago
home, Noor Khan is forced to start
the last quarter of her senior year at a
new school. She just needs to keep
her head down and make it to 

graduation. At school, hundreds of books are
being removed from the library in accordance with
a new school board policy. Even worse, almost all
the banned books are by queer and BIPOC
authors. Noor can’t sit back and do nothing, but
challenging the status quo just might put a target
on her back.

All the Noise at Once by DeAndra Davis

finally gets his chance to play. Not everyone is
happy about the new addition to the team, wary
of how Aiden’s autism will present itself on game
day. When a fight breaks out, Brandon interferes
on behalf of his brother, but is arrested by the
very same cops who were chanting his name
from the bleachers. When he’s wrongly charged
for felony assault on an officer, everything
Brandon has worked for starts to slip away. Can
Aiden clear his brother’s name in time?

Aiden has always wanted to play
football just like his star quarterback
brother, Brandon. An overstimulation
meltdown stops Aiden making the
team during summer tryouts, but
when a spot unexpectedly opens, he 
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