
FICTIONFICTIONFICTION SPORTSSPORTS

Prepared by the MCLS Teen
Services Librarians, 

2026

Rhino’s Run 
by Robert Lipsyte 

Football captain Ronnie
“Rhino” Rhinehart
punches a classmate and
must start counseling.
Pressures build in his
personal life and
between his team. But
when a classmate brings
a gun to school
everything changes.

Leave it On the Track 
by Margot Fisher
After a fire kills her fathers, Morgan
“Moose” Shaker leaves Utah for
Portland to live with her half sister,
Eden. Struggling with 
grief, identity, and feeling 
culture shock in a 
progressive city, she 
finds support on a roller 
derby team and develops 
feelings for a teammate.
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Victory Stand! : Raising My Fist
For Justice by Tommie Smith
A graphic memoir about
Tommie Smith, the man
who joined John Carlos in
protesting racial injustice
on the podium of the 1968
olympics.

Coming Home: Adapted for
Young Adults by Brittney Griner

Change the Game 
by Colin Kaepernick

High school star Colin
Kaepernick feels pressured
to pursue baseball but
would rather play football.
Despite no college offers, he
defies expectations and
learns to be his true self
without compromise.

Brittney Griner recounts her
arrest in Russia and the toll
of her imprisonment. She
takes us through her release
via a prisoner swap for a
Russian arms dealer and her
rise as an advocate for
detained Americans.



Shadowed 
by Carl Deuker

Nate plays soccer to please
his family, but a new friend
sparks a love for basketball.
As he focuses on proving
himself to rivals who
disrespected him, he begins
to realize there’s more to life
than winning.

Chasing Pacquiao 
by Rod Pulido
When Bobby is unwillingly
outed he turns to boxing,
finding a hero in Filipino
boxer Manny Pacquiao.
But after discovering his
hero is openly
homophobic, Bobby finds
inspiration within himself.

Rez Ball 
by Byron Graves

Tre Brun, a high school
basketball player grieving
his brother, strives to lead
his team on the Red Lake
Reservation to a state
championship. His dream
is to make the NBA and be
the hero his Ojibwe
community needs.

One of the Boys
by Victoria Zeller

Grace was a kicker 
with a D1 future until 
she came out as
transgender and quit
football. With support
from her teammates, she
must decide if she can
be both a star football
player and a trans girl.

It’s a Love/Skate Relationship
by Carli Corson
Hockey player Charlie
makes a deal with figure
skater Alexa to dance in a
competition with her.
Despite clashing
personalities, the two
develop a connection
that extends off the ice.

FICTIONFICTIONFICTION

Out of Our League: 16 Stories of
Girls in Sports
A collection of stories
about teen female
athletes as they compete,
persevere, and thrive.
Themes include
misogyny, sisterhood,
and love of the game.

Balancing Act 
by Paula Chase

Chyna, a gymnast caring
for her sick mother, and
Jamaal, a basketball
player honoring his late
brother, navigate the
pressures of a
prestigious sports
charter school.

The Long Run 
by James Acker

When fate brings
together two very
different track-and-field
athletes at a party, they
develop a love they’d
risk everything for while
discovering their dreams
and ambitions.

Icebreaker 
by A. L. Graziadei

College freshman Micky is a
top NHL prospect, but so is
his teammate Jaysen. As
the two navigate a fierce
rivalry on the ice and a
fierce attraction off the ice,
Micky must decide what he
truly wants and what he’ll
risk to get it.
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