
 
 

 

115 South Avenue  |  Rochester, NY  |  14604-1896 

Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom  

May 18, 2020 
Minutes 

 
This meeting was held under the NYS Governor's Executive Order No. 202.1: Continuing Temporary 
Suspension and Modification of Laws Relating to the Disaster Emergency 
 
Trustees Present: G. Brandt C. Corcoran, L. Giess, P. Knapp, J. Lovenheim, A. Moffitt, M. Shelly,  

S. Stockman, M. Thompson, W. Yust (quorum present) 
 
Trustees Excused: R. DeGuzman 
 
Staff and Guests: County law liaison D. Crumb; FFRPL liaison N. Davis; staff members B. Harrison,  

A. Traub, P. Uttaro, D. Mansour 
 
Call to Order 
Ms. Shelly called the meeting to order at 12:03 pm and confirmed that a quorum was present.  
 
Meeting Minutes 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Dr. Knapp AND SECONDED BY Ms. Giess to approve the minutes of the meeting on 
March 16, 2020. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Claims 
Ms. Harrison answered a clarifying question on one of the claims. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Ms. Thompson 
AND SECONDED BY Dr. Knapp to approve the claims as presented. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Amended Professional Services Agreement CampbellNet Solutions  
Ms. Harrison answered a question regarding the consulting engineers’ opinion with the plan to have 
CampbellNet provide the proposed services as part of the Rundel North Terrace project. A MOTION WAS 
MADE BY Mr. Brandt AND SECONDED BY Ms. Moffitt to approve an amended professional services 
agreement with CampbellNet Solutions, Inc., for an amount not to exceed $10,000, for a revised agreement 
totaling $15,000. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Rochester Public Library (RPL) Board Liaison 
Mr. Brandt reported that the RPL Board did not meet in March. 
 
Rochester Regional Library Council (RRLC) Liaison 
Dr. Knapp reported that the RRLC has canceled the in-person meeting originally scheduled for June 11, 2020, 
and is beginning to plan a virtual meeting instead. The renovations on their new space are continuing and 
they hope to move sometime in May. Lastly, they are reviewing their by-laws to see if changes need to be 
made to accommodate virtual meetings and procedures during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
  



MCLS Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes  –  April 20, 2020 (Continued) 

 

Friends and Foundation of the Rochester Public Library (FFRPL) Liaison 
Mr. Davis reviewed the highlights of his written report and offered to answer any questions. He emphasized 
that the FFRPL is committed to honoring all financial commitments to the Central Library through the end of 
the fiscal year. 
 
Director’s Report 
Ms. Uttaro offered to answer any questions about her written report. She reported that the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) is working with OCLC on a research study testing how long the coronavirus 
lives on library materials. This research will help inform libraries as they develop best practices for reopening to 
the public. Next, she reported that Adam is leading a group of staff from across MCLS to develop those reopening 
procedures for libraries in the system.  
She then explained that the Central Library is working with the City to develop a plan for contact-free curbside 
pickup. If the plan is approved, it should start in mid-May. After being tested at Central, it may be expanded to 
some branches. 
In response to a question, Ms. Uttaro explained that in-person library programming is currently canceled through 
September. Even if libraries allow patrons in before September, in-person programming will not be offered.  
In response to another question, she stated that all RPL staff are currently being paid and some are producing 
virtual programming. Management is learning of other staff who are having difficulties with finding enough work 
to do or with general online connectivity to allow them to accomplish work from home.  
In response to a question about the budget, Ms. Uttaro explained that both the MCLS and the RPL are looking for 
budget lines to trim or freeze. Unfortunately, there has been no communication from the County regarding its 
support of the Central Library. 
 
MCLS Office & Central Library 

Mr. Traub offered to answer any questions about his written report. He then reported that the MCLS 
Directors' Council will be forming a task force devoted to planning for reopening of libraries and addressing 
things like quarantining of returned materials, protections for staff, and building layouts to accommodate 
social distancing. Next, he explained the redesign of the MCLS website homepage and showed that the 
purpose is to help visitors quickly connect to the online services and resources being offered while library 
buildings are closed.  
Next, he explained that the Document of Understanding (DOU) Team has decided to recommend renewing 
the current DOU for a year. Considering the coronavirus crisis, the team believes they cannot provide the 
attention and care required to accomplish a meaningful revision of the current DOU.  
In response to a question about the reopening of libraries, Mr. Traub stated that each town does have the 
autonomy to decide when to open its building, and a coordinated opening across the system will require 
cooperation from all the towns. 
 
Adjournment 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Dr. Knapp AND SECONDED BY Mr. Lovenheim to adjourn the meeting. THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, and the meeting was adjourned at 12:49 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Uttaro, Secretary 


