
TO: Marjorie Shelly, President, MCLS 

FROM: Gary Brandt, Liaison to the RPL 

DATE: November 18, 2020 

RE: Report of RPL Meeting of November 18, 2020 

 

The Rochester Public Library Trustees met today in a regularly scheduled meeting.  Chair Katie 

Baynes called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  A quorum was present. 

The significant items discussed were: 

1. Brie Harrison reviewed the current financial forecast with related impacts for RPL:  

a. NYS aid would likely be 5% less in the coming FY 

b. The City deficit would likely be $50 million instead of the previously predicted $60M 

c. The City CIP will be reduced and the specific RPL items will likely be modified in cost 

and scope.  

d. The Monroe County financial document for 2021 will allow a 1.5% to 2% increase in 

aid. 

2. The MCLS/RPL Service Agreement for 2021 was approved. 

3. Trustees Sharon Salluzzo of Pittsford and John Lovenheim of Rochester were approved for 

reappointment to the RPL. 

4. The following officers for 2021 were approved for one-year terms: 

President Donna Benjamin 

Vice President Dick Hamilton 

Secretary Daniel Karin 

Treasurer Carolee Conklin 

5. Authorization in the form of a supplemental agenda item was approved giving Director Uttaro 

executive authority over daily library hours of operation and staffing assignment. This was 

permitted due to the rapid increase in the COVID public health concerns for employees and the 

public.  Director Uttaro will provide weekly information to RPL Trustees as actions are 

implemented and modified pursuant to COVID status and local and NYS directives.  Effective 

November 23, 2020 Central Library will be operating 9 am to 2pm and at a 25% staff capacity 

in the buildings.  Various other changes will be effective at the neighborhood libraries. 

6. Regarding the Teen Center at Central Library, Director Uttaro will be transferring a FT 

employee from the Arnett Library to the Central Teen Center for a 6-month transitional period 

with the plan that this employee will be retained in a permanent status. 

 

The next RPL meeting will be:  

DATE:  Wednesday, December 30, 2020 

TIME: 9:00 a.m. 

PLACE: The ZOOM Universe 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Gary A. Brandt 

MCLS Liaison to RPL 


