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Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom  

January 25, 2021 
Minutes 

This meeting was held under the NYS Governor's Executive Order No. 202.1: Continuing Temporary 
Suspension and Modification of Laws Relating to the Disaster Emergency 

Trustees Present: G. Brandt, C. Corcoran, L. Giess, P. Knapp, J. Lovenheim, A. Moffitt, 
M. Shelly, E. Stephens, S. Stockman, M. Thompson, (quorum present)

Trustees Excused: None 

Staff and Guests: County law liaison D. Crumb; FFRPL liaison N. Davis; staff members B. Harrison, 
A. Traub, P. Uttaro, D. Mansour

Call to Order 
Ms. Shelly called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m. and confirmed that a quorum was present. She 
reminded everyone that the meeting is being held under the Governor’s Executive Order 202.1 and she 
will be calling the votes via a roll call.  

She announced that Erick Stephens has been appointed to the Board. 

Meeting Minutes 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Dr. Knapp AND SECONDED BY Mr. Brandt to approve the minutes of the 
meeting on November 16, 2020. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

Claims 
Ms. Harrison reviewed the claims and offered to answer any questions. A MOTION WAS MADE BY 
Mr. Lovenheim AND SECONDED BY Mr. Corcoran to approve the claims as presented. THE MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Professional Services Agreement with CampbellNet Solutions 
Mr. Traub presented the professional services agreement as routine business and asked if there were 
any questions. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Mr. Lovenheim AND SECONDED BY Ms. Thompson to approve 
a professional services agreement with CampbellNet Solutions for an amount not to exceed $5,000. THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

Letter from the Greece Public Library Board of Trustees President to the MCLS Board of Trustees 
President 
Ms. Shelly confirmed that trustees had received the draft of the letter from her and the MCLS board in 
response to the letter from the Greece Library Board president. Everyone also received a letter from the 
director at the Brighton Memorial Library specifying their board’s position in favor of the current cost-
share model.  
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Erick Stephens joined the meeting at 12:15 p.m. 
 
There was a discussion on cost-share models and the position of the MCLS Board to support the model 
preferred by the majority of the member library directors. The trustees were reminded that Mr. Traub 
shared the various models via screen-share during the executive session at the October meeting. 
Ms. Moffitt asked that he share the models again via e-mail to all trustees for their records. Ms. Shelly 
reminded the trustees that the MCLS Board is the governing body that will set the cost shares and that 
the Directors’ Council makes their recommendations to the MCLS Board but does not have the authority 
to set the cost-shares themselves. A MOTION WAS MADE BY Mr. Brandt AND SECONDED BY Ms. 
Thompson to send the letter as drafted to the Greece Public Library Board of Trustees President. THE 
MOTION PASSED WITH Mr. Lovenheim voting AGAINST and Ms. Moffitt and Mr. Stephens ABSTAINING.  
 
Welcome to Erick Stephens 
Ms. Shelly welcomed Mr. Stephens to the board. Mr. Stephens shared information about his 
background, his family and their love for the libraries in Rochester. He expressed his enthusiasm to serve 
on the Board. 
 
Rochester Regional Library Council (RRLC) Liaison 
Dr. Knapp reviewed his written report and offered to answer any questions. In response to an item on 
diversity and equity training that will happen for the RRLC Board, Mr. Stephens recommended that the 
MCLS Board read How to be an Antiracist by Dr. Ibram Kendi. Ms. Shelly reminded everyone that this 
recommendation was also made to the Board in the spring of 2020. Mr. Stephens followed up with the 
recommendation that the MCLS Board make time to discuss the book as a group. 
 
Rochester Public Library (RPL) Board Liaison 
Mr. Brandt reviewed his written report and offered to answer any questions.  
 
Friends and Foundation of the Rochester Public Library (FFRPL) Liaison 
Mr. Davis offered to answer any questions on his written report. He updated the report on the Annual 
Campaign and noted that the campaign is doing well and is slightly ahead of the same time period last 
year. Mr. Brandt recommended that former MCLS trustee, Bill Yust would be a good book reviewer for 
the Books Sandwiched In series presented by FFRPL. 
 
Director’s Report 
Ms. Uttaro offered to answer any questions on her written report. Ms. Giess asked about the current 
pandemic impacts to library services. Ms. Uttaro reported she met with the Mayor and asked for 
permission to let the public into the Central Library building to work with CASH for tax filing. She also 
reported that FoodLink is requesting access to the kitchen area of the café space to open a grab-n-go 
food shop. At the recent retreat, MCLS directors discussed what library services will look like post-
COVID. Patrons are asking that virtual programs continue even after in-person programing is allowed. 
Mr. Stephens asked about using libraries to build public trust around the COVID-19 vaccine and/or using 
libraries as distribution locations. Ms. Uttaro has been advocating for library staff to be included in the 
second tier of vaccine distribution along with educators. In many states the library associations are 
advocating within their states to have library workers included in the earlier tiers for vaccination, but 
this is not happening in New York. Ms. Uttaro requested the Board send a letter advocating for library 
staff to be included in the vaccine priority along with educators to the Monroe County Executive. A 
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MOTION WAS MADE BY Dr. Knapp AND SECONDED BY Mr. Stephens to draft a letter from the MCLS Board to the 
Monroe County Executive. After further discussion, Dr. Knapp agreed to amend the motion to include that a copy 
of the letter be sent to all applicable principals (as determined by MLCS staff) involved in the vaccine distribution 
in Monroe County. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Dr. Knapp asked that Ms. Uttaro share the Board’s appreciation with staff on their continued work and 
outreach to patrons during this pandemic. He noted his ongoing admiration for their creativity and 
dedication. 
 
MCLS Office & Central Library 
Mr. Traub offered to answer any questions on his written report.  
 
Other Business 
Ms. Shelly asked the Nominating Committee to find a candidate to replace Ms. DeGuzman who has 
resigned from the board and to put forward a candidate for Vice President to replace Mr. Yust. 
 
Adjournment 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY Lovenheim AND SECONDED BY Ms. Moffitt to adjourn the meeting. THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, and the meeting was adjourned at 1:22 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Uttaro, Secretary 


