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Q2 - Are you quarantining returned library materials:(Please select one) 

 

 

# Field Minimum Maximum Mean 
Std 

Deviation 
Variance Count 

1 
Are you quarantining returned library 

materials:(Please select one) - Selected 
Choice 

1.00 7.00 2.64 1.59 2.54 78 
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# Answer % Count 

1 96 hours or more 24.36% 19 

2 72 hours 38.46% 30 

3 48 hours 10.26% 8 

4 24 hours 15.38% 12 

5 Less than 24 hours 1.28% 1 

6 No quarantining of returned library materials 7.69% 6 

7 Other (please specify): 2.56% 2 

 Total 100% 78 

 

 

Q2_7_TEXT - Other (please specify): 

Other (please specify): - Text 

Expecting a reduction from Health Dept this week 

We quarantine returns for four days, but browsed materials for 24 hours only. 
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Q4 - Are you doing any cleaning/wiping down of returned materials or taking other steps 

to shorten or eliminate quarantine periods? 

 

 

Are you doing any cleaning/wiping down of returned materials or taking other steps to shorten or eliminate 
quarantine periods? 

no 

No. 

No 

no 

NO 

Not at this time 

No 

no 

No 

no 

Yes, plastic cases on laptops, hotspots and other high circ items 

no 

no 

63

7

Cleaning or Wiping Down of Returned Materials

No Yes
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no 

No. 

No. 

No 

Not at this time 

No 

Materials are wiped clean after the 96 hrs of quarantine. 

No 

no. 

minimal cleaning of materials and we do have the UV scanners that we use on board books. 

no 

No 

We spread out books instead of stacking them. 

no 

no 

No 

No, we don’t quarantine and haven’t for several months. 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No. 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No. 

No 

no 
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No 

no 

No 

No 

We use UV lights on in-house use items only. 

no 

No, not unless they are visibly soiled. 

no 

No 

Some libraries do this--we do not mandate it, though some staff feel compelled to wipe down materials. 

We are not doing any cleaning with the exception of our ices skates. 

No 

Based on articles, phasing it out. Moved to 48hrs today. Will do it for 1 month and then totally phase it out. 

No 

no 

NO 

No 

No 

No 

No 

We have an exception for our wireless hotspots where we are wiping them down for immediate turnaround. 

No 

No 

No 

no 

No 

We clean only materials that are visibly soiled as we always have. 

no 

no 
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Q3 - Comments: 

two weeks ago we announced that we were going to reduce the quarantine period from 96 hours to 24 hours. We 
heard so much concern from staff/union that we changed it to 48. 

EPL stopped quarantine of all material Feb 1.  Previously we were quarantining all material for 72 hours.  This is 
currently under review at the provincial level, however.  While all libraries in Alberta are currently limited to 
curbside, when we reopen to the public it is possible that some quarantine measures will need to be reinstated. 

We check in all items from the previous day the next morning. So we say we're quarantining items "overnight." 

We are considering reducing quarantine to 24 hours 

24 hours minimum - mandated by State 

We currently intend to change the quarantine period to 24 hours, hopefully within the next several weeks. 

Would like to reduce the number of hours for quarantining, but don't have the resources to do a scientific review of 
current recommendations. Personally believe that virus is airborne and quarantining is not needed. However, need 
more structured information for staff and patron communication before choosing to reduce quarantine period. 

Please share the results.  Thanks! 

We had been quarantining for 96 hours, and so we took an intermediate reduction step by moving to 48, providing 
some sense of safety for staff, rather than going to directly to zero. 

We realize that quarantining is really not needed, but staff are reluctant to stop.  We will likely stop when we begin 
letting patrons back in the building which should happen within the next month. 

Our local public health is using the REALM data we provide them for their decision-making. Unless we can 
quarantine materials unstacked or show some other real scientific data that the live virus on materials at 6 days is 
not transmittable, we are stuck at 7 day quarantine. 

THe Country Director of PUblic Health indicated over a week ago that she expected to reduce our time to 24 hours 
but we still haven't seen it in an official health order so we are holding on to the last number she set 

An abundance of data and scientific analysis seems to contradict the Batelle Study. Many questions around quantity 
of virus used in the study discounts the accuracy of it. CDC has changed the guidelines in this as well. 

Board books, magazines and traveling tales are quarantined for 96 hours 

We are investigating how to reduce the four day quarantine period.  It was implemented after the second (or third?) 
phase of the Battelle study was released.  We're not sure if it's still necessary, but would likely get some pushback 
from staff if we tried to shorten it.  Our Office of Commonwealth Libraries is asking the Department of Health for 
some recommendations. 

Working in the DMV to eliminate it all together. 

In consultation with our PH Dept, Dr. Cody says that quarantining is NOT a necessary step though staff are very 
reluctant to make the move to that...so at 24 hours we stay for now. 

we are about to review if we can reduce quarantine to 24 hours, as we are not aware of any instance of surface 
transmission; but would like more guidance on the newer variants in this regard, likely to be a hard negotiation to 
win with staff right now, ahead of a vaccination program. 

We are considering reducing the quarantine period to either 48 or 24 hours, but are waiting to see if the emergence 
of any new variant strains may have an impact.  Within the next four weeks if variant strains do not seem to be an 
issue - either because they haven't emerged or the predominant variants seem to have no appreciable difference in 
surface viability- we will probably reduce the period. 

We will soon be moving from a 72-hr to a 24-hr quarantine. In discussions with our staff, there's agreement on the 
science of low risk via surfaces, and also on the importance of peace of mind for those handling materials (which is 
why we are keeping 24 hrs rather than eliminating it altogether). 
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We are considering doing away with any form of quarantine - I consider it largely theater. 

We will be eliminating quarantine periods in early March, TBD.  We cut from 4 to 2 days in the month of February, 
and believe that we're in a good place to eliminate quarantining materials altogether.  Bookdrops have been closed 
and we've used bins for returns during open hours.  Staff will still be encouarged to wear gloves while handling 
returns, which is probably a good idea during flu season annually anyway. 

We began discussing this week the possibility of reducing or eliminating the quarantine time altogether, and will 
likely stop quarantining materials in the next few weeks.  Most staff feel comfortable moving forward with removing 
the quarantine period for materials. Staff may continue to wear disposable gowns and gloves when emptying the 
bookdrop, and will be encouraged to wash and disinfect hands after handling materials. 

A 24 hour quarantine with no wiping down was recommended by the County Public Health officer. 

Looking forward to seeing the results.  I fear we'll never be able to stop quarantining!  Thanks Pat! 

We will continue to research the effectiveness of the quarantine period. I suspect that its current value may be more 
about perception of safety than actual safety. 

Until we are further along, we have decided to leave our quarantine period at 7 days in an effort to avoid having to 
revert to longer periods should the COVID numbers rise again. 

Hi Pat, KPL just moved from 72 hour quarantine to 24 hours yesterday.  We used data from a variety of sources to 
support the change, primarily to ease staff anxiety.  So far, so good, with only one complaint from a staff person.  
Happy to share messaging/supporting docs if you are interested. 

Phasing out. Council of Government (COG) Libraries hope to move to no quarantining by June. 4 area health officials 
have supported this move. 

We’ve been quarantining materials for 72 hours since we began accepting returns. Our process is well established 
and doesn’t seem to cause work flow or customer issues.  A recent staff survey indicated that about 15% don’t think 
we quarantine long enough, 30% say 72 hours is right, 30% we say we could reduce quarantine times to between 
24-48 hours, and 25% don’t think we need to quarantine at all.  Our system-wide circulation of physical materials is 
still below last year, but creeping back to a more normal volume.  As this continues to increase, we will re-examine 
our process. 

We just got word from our County Health Officer that it makes sense for us to discontinue quarantining. I'll send a 
detailed email. 

We started at 72 hours, switched to 96 hours after the REALM study and are moving to 24 hours next week. 

At the administrative level we would love to reduce the quarantine period but are worried about the reaction from 
staff.  Some are still disproportionately fearful of . . . everything, some probably wouldn't care.  We are a union shop 
so the minority can rule the majority if they are loud enough.  The REALM studies keep coming out and I am not sure 
to what extent our staff is paying attention to them. 

We are currently at 96 hours but moving to 24 hours on March 1 in anticipation of moving towards reopening some 
in-person services in April. Our Risk Management and Industrial Hygienist has approved this change. 

We debated about shortening quarantine period but did not proceed as any  amount of quarantining takes away the 
ability for patrons to return materials through AMHS. This seems to make staff feel safer. 

Once we see low community spread and increased vaccinations we will phase out the quarantine. 

On the recommendation of our county’s public health department, we stopped quarantining materials in May, 2020. 
Advised to focus on facial coverings, distancing and hand washing. 

Quarantine is mandatory in Ontario, but the length of time is not specified in the emergency regulations. 

Because we are not open 7 days per week, in some cases items are checked in for longer than the 72 hours. 

We haven't quarantined materials since we reopened to the public in mid-June.  With open stacks and no way to 
ensure materials were untouched between patrons, we pivoted to encouraging good hand hygeine after handling 
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any shared materials. 

I want to go down to 24 hours but agreed to leave it at 72 for staff peace of mind. 

In talks with labor and the workforce to move to a 24 hour quarantine 
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Q1 - Your Information 

 

Library Name Email Address 

Hartford Public Library Bridget Quinn-Carey quinncarey@hplct.org 

Shreve Memorial Library John Tuggle jtuggle@shreve-lib.org 

Sonoma County Library Ann Hammond ahammond@sonomalibrary.org 

Multnomah County Library vailey oehlke vaileyo@multcolib.org 

Madison Public Library Greg Mickells gmickells@madisonpubliclibrary.org 

Edmonton Public Library Sharon Day sharon.day@epl.ca 

Topeka & Shawnee Co Public Library Thad Hartman thartman@tscpl.org 

Johnson County Public Library (Indiana) Lisa Lintner llintner@jcplin.org 

Markham Public Library Catherine Biss cbiss@markham.library.on.ca 

Nashville Public Library Kent Oliver kent.oliver@nashville.gov 

Fort Vancouver Regional Library District Amelia Shelley ashelley@fvrl.org 

San Diego Public Library Misty Jones mnjones@sandiego.gov 

Tacoma Public Library (WA) Kate Larsen klarsen@tacomalibrary.org 

Anythink Pam Smith psmith@anythinklibraries.org 

San Diego County Library Migell Acosta migell.acosta@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Austin Public Library Roosevelt Weeks roosevelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 

New York Public Library Andrew Medlar andrewmedlar@bookops.org 

Johnson County Library Sean Casserley casserleys@jocolibrary.org 

Chicago Public Library Keri Cascio kcascio@chipublib.org 

El Paso Public Library Norma Martinez martineznp@elpasotexas.gov 

San Jose Public Library Jill Bourne Jill.bourne@sjlibrary.org 

Prince William Public Libraries Deborah Wright dlwright@pwcgov.org 

Pima County Public Library Amber Mathewson amber.mathewson@pima.gov 

Jefferson County Public Library Donna Walker donna.walker@jeffcolibrary.org 

Pioneer Library System Lisa Wells lwells@pioneerlibrarysystem.org 
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Library Name Email Address 

New Haven Free Public Library John Jessen jjessen@nhfpl.org 

Birmingham Public Library Janine Langston janine.langston@cobpl.org 

Indianapolis Public Library Jackie Nytes jnytes@indypl.org 

Richmond Public Library - Richmond, VA Scott Firestine Scott.firestine@richmondgov.com 

Kent District Library Lance Werner Lwerner@kdl.org 

Carmel Clay Public Library Bob Swanay bswanay@carmelclaylibrary.org 

Jacksonville Public Library Tim Rogers timrogers@coj.net 

Rochester Public Library Patricia Uttaro puttaro@libraryweb.org 

Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library 
Andrew 

Breidenbaugh 
breidenbaugha@hcflgov.net 

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh Mary Monaghan monaghanm@carnegielibrary.org 

Spokane public library Andrew Chanse achanse@spokanelibrary.org 

Prince George's County Memorial Library System Roberta Ruth Phillips roberta.phillips@pgcmls.info 

Cincinnati & Hamilton County Public Library Paula Brehm-Heeger 
paula.brehm-

heeger@cincinnatilibrary.org 

Stark County District Library Gregory Burlingame gburlingame@starklibrary.org 

Santa Clara County Library District Jennifer Weeks jweeks@sccl.org 

Boston David Leonard dleonard@bpl.org 

Toronto Public Library Vickery Bowles vbowles@tpl.ca 

East Baton Rouge Parish Library Spencer Watts spencerwatts@brla.gov 

Saint Paul Public Library Catherine Penkert catherine.penkert@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

St. Louis Public Library Waller McGuire wmcguire@slpl.org 

Mid-Continent Public Library Steven Potter spotter@mymcpl.org 

Chattahoochee Valley Libraries Alan Harkness aharkness@cvlga.org 

Richland Library Sarah Shuster sshuster@richlandlibrary.com 

Olathe Public Library Sara Eccles seccles@olathelibrary.org 

Contra Costa County Library Alison McKee alison.mckee@library.cccounty.us 

Cuyahoga County Public Library Tracy R. Strobel tstrobel@cuyahogalibrary.org 

St. Charles City-County Library Jason Kuhl jkuhl@stchlibrary.org 
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Library Name Email Address 

Broward County Library Allison Grubbs agrubbs@broward.org 

Lincoln City Libraries, Lincoln NE Pat Leach p.leach@lincolnlibraries.org 

Roanoke County Public Library Shari Henry shenry@roanokecountyva.gov 

Oakland Public Library (CA) Jamie Turbak jturbak@oaklandlibrary.org 

Atlanta Fulton Public Library System Gayle H. Holloman gayle.holloman@fultoncountyga.gov 

Sarasota County Renee Di Pilato rdipilato@scgov.net 

Kitchener Public Library Mary Chevreau mary.chevreau@kpl.org 

Alameda County Library Brian Edwards bedwards@aclibrary.org 

Alexandria Rose Dawson rdawson@alexlibraryva.org 

Salt Lake County Jim Cooper jcooper@slcolibrary.org 

Anne Arundel County Public Library Skip Auld sauld@aacpl.net 

Wichita Public Library Kristi Dowell kdowell@wichita.gov 

Charlotte Mecklenburg Library Caitlin Moen cmoen@cmlibrary.org 

The Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning 
County 

Aimee Fifarek afifarek@libraryvisit.org 

San Mateo County Libraries Anne-Marie Despain despain@smcl.org 

Palo Alto Library Gayathri Kanth gayathri.kanth@cityofpaloalto.org 

Palm Beach County Library System Doug Crane craned@pbclibrary.org 

Douglas County Libraries, Colorado Bob Pasicznyuk bobp@dclibraries.org 

Athens Regional Library system Valerie Bell vbell@athenslibrary.org 

Skokie Public Library Richard Kong rkong@skokielibrary.info 

Poudre Libraries David Slivken Dslivken@poudrelibraries.org 

Brampton Library Todd Kyle tkyle@bramlib.on.ca 

Portland Public Library Sarah Campbell campbell@portlib.org 

Hamilton East Public Library Edra Waterman ewaterman@hepl.lib.in.us 

Dallas Public Library Jo Giudice maryjo.giudice@dallascityhall.com 

San Francisco Public Library Michael Lambert michael.lambert@sfpl.org 

 


